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TOUCH: STONE 


FOR 
| Gorp and SiLver VW ares. 


| O R> 
A Manual tor Goldſmiths, 


AND | 
\ | All other Perlons, whether Buyers, 


| Sellers, or Wearers of any manner of 
GOLDSMITHS Work. 


| DISCOVERING 
| 'The Rules belonging to that Myſtery, 


| and the Way and Means how to know | 


MF Weights appointed for weighing of the ſame. 
| Together 


_ dred int5 Engliſh. 
| To which ts Annexed 


The LAWS in torce againli Braſs Hilts, and | 


Counterfe1r Coyn of this KINGDOM. And alloa ! 
Caralogue of the Forraign Coyns, with the particular : 
| Werghrs, Allay, and Value of each Coyn. 
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| | Dy 17.B. of Zondon, Gold(mith. 
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| milan, Printed for 7obn Bellinger 1 Cliffords-Inn Lane, 
| - And Thongs Baſſett atthe George near Cliffords- 
Inne in Fleet-ſtreet, 1677. 


Adultcrated WARES from thoſe made of the. 
True Standard Allay; And what are the True 


| 
With tne feveral STATUTES now in| 
Force for Regulating Abuſes committed 1n that 
Crafr. And the CHARTHR of the Goldſmiths 
\ Incorpor2tzon taken from the Record and truly reft- | 


| 


| | Eraſs Buckles, ,:c, And DireRions for Diſcovering the 
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The Intent of the Frontupicce. 


x: St, Dunſtan, 7he Patron of the Goldl miths 
Company. 

2 7he Refining Furnace. 

2 7heTelit with Silver refining on it, 

4 The Fineins Bellows. 

5 The Man blow! 'ng or working them. 

; The Teſt Mould 

7 4 HVind-hole tomelt Silver in without Bel. 
lows, © 

8 A pair of Orean Bellows, 

9 {1 Manmce Its 'ng Or boyling,or nealing Silver 
at them. 

10 4 Blockwith ; 4 ; large Anvil placed thereon, 

11 7 hree Men Forging Plate. 

12.7 he Fineing and othe 7 Goldi{mirhs 7 ools, 

13 Z7 he Allay "Fay nice. 

14 7he Aſſay. Maſter m: King Aſſay F, 

15 His Man putting the Ajjays into the Fire. 

16 $8 he IV arden marking the Plate on the. 

mull. 

194 % is Officer holding the Plate for the Mark f, 

18 Z7hree Goldimiths./mall-/Yorkers,at w ork. 

19 7 Gold(miths Shop farniſhed with Plate, 

29 4Goldimith weighing Plate, 
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f Do, as far as in me lyes, 
L Allow of the PrzinTinG of : 
this Book. ; 

= 
Fra: North. 

> ode Author premiſeth, That the mat- 


ters comprized in the enſuing 7 reatiſe 

relating to Points of Law, or Expoſitions 
of any the Statutes therein mentioned, are 
not barely upon his own Opinion , But 
therein he hath taken the Judgment and 
Relolution of CouncelLearned in the Law. 
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ISPSTIES | 
: TO THE 
L 


| Ricur Honoukasr, 
; Sir Joſeph //illiamſon Knight and 
Baronet,Principal Secretary of State 
to CHARLES the Second, King.of 
; Great Þþrittain, France & {[reland,&c. 
| and Lord Ambaſſadour and Plene- 


} potentiary for the Treaty of a Ge- 
, neral Peace at NVimmegen. 

; = mls Þ. ſubje of the enſu- 
/ FF 7p Treatile x Gold 


and Silver, the Orna- 

' ment and Riches of this King- 

| dome; And the deſign there - 

| of is to make thoſe Metals (in 
Fa 


3 remo- 


— 


The Epiſtle 

removing the Abuſes com- 
mitted therem ) to be really 
ſo. Sir, although the Sphear 
wherein I move in relation to | 
my knowleds of thoſe Metals, | 
hath rendred me capable to 
make a real and plain demon. 
ftration of the Abuſes com- *® 
mitted in the ſame, and what \ 
remedies to apply ; yet with- 
ont the favourable approbation 
and aſſiſtance of thoſe in Eqni- 
nent Places of Authority, it | 
may fail of the deſegned end, | 
which 1s to prevent the de- 
certful working of Gold and | 7 
S?Fver : The Confederation of | 7 


which, 


Dedicatory. 
which ? and for that 1 could 
not apply my ſelf to any perſon 
: for the Patronage of ſo Pub- 
; lique a Concern, more properly 
than to your H, onour,, whoſe 
Great Wiſdom- and I ntegrity 
to the  Publique-Weal, hath 
adwvanced-your Honour in His 
| Majeſties Favour to Places 
' of greateſs Eminency in the 
State: Sir, knowing his Ma- 
| Jeſties Gracious 1 nclination, 
| and the intent of our Laws, 
75 for the ſecuring his P eople 
'f om injury; And that the 
| matter of the enſuing Diſcourſe 
| may be no ſmall Tuſtrument 


A 4 for 


> © 


The Epiſtle 
| for effecting thereof an caſes 
IF py to Thoſe Mirak, 1 am 
emboldened to make my bum- 

ble Addreſs to your Fonour, 
humbly imploring your Ho- 
nours Favourable Acceptance 
and Conntenance of theſe my 
weak Endeavours ; Andthat 
you will pleaſe to be ſnfiru- 
mental to enforce the due exe- 
cution of the Laws in force | 
made for Regulation of the | 
working of Gold and Sifver ; \ 
And where any debility ſhall 
appear in thoſe Laws, to ſup- 
ply the ſame by promoting ſonie | 
more effeFual Remedy for the | 


: Dedicatory. 


preventing all Abuſes there- 


in, and the advancing His 
Majefties Honour by the ho- 


nefe ManufaFuring of Gold 


and Silver, that therein we 

be not t inferiow to other Na- 
' © tzons., which is the hearty 
OOPr _ and ſhall be the earneſt 
Endeavour of 


Right Honourable, 


Your Honours humble 


and devoted Servant, 


WW. b. 
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To the READER. 


F4[2/ Fo aving not heretofore 
F (fat ever I could hear of ) 
Jeen expoſed toPublique view 
any 7 reatiſe ofthis kind ; This 
theretore \may occaſion more than 
ordinary Curioſity 1n Inipe&ting the 
Particulars thereof, and perhaps di- 
{pole the Reader to the Conſiderations | 


following. 


Firſt, /Phether the Matter of it 'be 


frite © 


Secondly , /JYhat ſhould incite me to 
this attempt ? 


Thirdly, Yhether it be not apatuſt 
the Rules of a Myſtery thus publiquely to 


diſcover them ? 
Fourthly, 


4 


To the Readexy. 


Fourthly, /Yhether it may not (in- i 
fteaa of the good propoſed ) become a | 
diſparagement, to the Manufatture, and N 
ſo aprejudite to the 7 raders therein? 

Fifthly , WH hether this may not Ye- o 
flett upon the Wardens of the Company,by | 
ſuppoſing that they de not perform their 
Duty in ſuppreſſing theſe defects * 


|. 


As to the Firſt. 


I refer the Reader to the Statutes and 

* other, Laws (for Regulating the Gold- 
{miths Craft) herein cited, and his own 
obſervation, (from what 1s here int1- 


mated) how the ſame have been pur- | 
ſued. ; 
To the Second, | 

I have been guage hereunto from j 

a deſire of the Publique Good, Every ; 


honeſt man's rivate benefit, and of 
detecting deceit and falſhood. 


| 


T0 


( 4] 3 To Mhe Reader, 


Zo the Third. 


i What I have here diſcovered, is not 

: the Honeſt Myſtery or Craft in Work- 
ing and Faſſhioning the Wares, (which 

| in all Trades is to be conceald) but 

; the Publique Rules of our Laws, and 
good Intentions of our Law-Makers 
to prevent Deceit in the Exerciſe of 
that Myſtery which ill diſpoſed Crafts- 
men 1n all bh have been. too prone to 
contrive and practice. 


To the Fourth. 


It cannot be ſuppoſed, that for the 
| offences of ſome, all ſhould be con- 
demned ; Or that if ſome Wares be 
| deceitful, all ſhould be ſo made ; For 

I aver, That ſome there be of this 

Trade (to their honour be it ſpoken) 

that have not, nor will not 1n this 
! Trade of a Goldſmith yary from the 
' Rules and Principles of Law and Ho- 
neſty, by working or ſelling adultera- 
ted Gold or Silver Works, though 
ſtrongly beſet with the temptations of 
Tas 
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7 9 the Reader, 
o1ins for 4 more plentiful livelihood , 


_ and it cannot be denyed, that a per- 


ſon brought up 1n a Trade ty live ho- 
neſtly thereon (ro fee his Neighbours 
draw away his Cuſtomers by deceit- 
ful Wares ſunder colour pf Cheapnels, 
or leſſer profit for his work, when in- 
deed he makes greater advantages 
thereby) and not be enſnared to do the 
like practices, argues more than an or- 
dinary Integrity and conſtancy. 


To the Fifth. 


It is well known theWardens of Go/d. 
ſmiths, Zondops, have and will readily 
hear all Complaints that ſhall be made 
to them therein by any perſon what- 
ſvever, and puniſh the Offenders : But 
the Workers' and Sellers in this Trade 
being ſo numerous, and the Tran(- 


| greſlors {0 {ubtile to bolddeal their de- 


ceipt, and evade the puniſhment, that 
the endeavours of the Wardens,as yet 
hath been, ſo {til} will be but a weak 
remedy, unleſsthe buyer or Cuſtomer 
who wears and ules the Commodity 


be made capable of knowing the good | 
Wares 


y : 
| 
” | 4 | 


To the Reaacr, 
Wares from the bad, and the true va- 
luc of either, and how to puniſh the 
oftcnders, which 1s the intent of the 
enſuing Dilcourle ; Wherefore cra- 
ving the favourable Conſtruction of 
the Wardens and Company of the My- 
itery of Gold{miths, Zoxdon, And all 


honeſt Workers and Sellers of Gola- 
ſmiths Work,tor this my undertaking, 


1 affure them and all my good Coun- 


trymen, That I value not the Calum- 
nies of ſuch who ſhall be diſplealed tor 
dilcovering their deceitful practices ; 
My only aym and intention 1n this 
Matter being to procure an honeſt Re- 
tormation in the making of Gold and 
Silver Works, and all other Goldſmiths 
Work whatioever. 

And haying thus caſt in my Mite in 
10 juſt a matter, I have diſcharged my 
Conſcience, and remain a devoted Ser- 
vant to the Publique Good. 


I. B. 
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'\'Tothe READER. 


Here kaving not heretofore (that ever 1 
could hear of) been expoſed to publick 
& view any Treatiſe of this kind : This 
therefore may occaſion more than ordinary Cu- 
riofity in inſpeCting the particulars thereof, and 
perhaps diſpoſe the Reader to the Conſiderations 


tollowing. 

Firſt, Whether rhe matter of it touching the 
Goldſmiths Crafr be true ? 

Secondly , What ſhould incite me to this at- 
tempt © | Ji 

Thirdly, Whether it be not againſt the Rules of 4 
Myſtery thas publickly to diſcover them ? 

Fourthly, Wherher it may not (inſtead of the good 
propoſed) become a diſparagement to the Manufa” 
ture, and fo a prejudice ts the Traaers therein? 

Fifthly, Wherher this may not reflett upon the 
IWardens of the Company, by ſuppoſing that they as 
not perform their Duty in ſuppreſſing theſe defects ? 


As to the Firſt, | refer the Reader to the Sta- 
tutes and other Laws (for Regulating the Gold- 
ſmiths Craft) herein cited, and his own obſervati- 
on, (from what is here intimated) how the ſame 
have been purſued. 

To the Second TI have been moved hereunto 
not from particular intereſt, but from a de- 
fire of the Publick good, every honeſt mans pri- 

te benefit, and of deteCting deceit and falſhood. 
Y* To the Third. WhatlT have here diſcoyered, 
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To the Reader. 


is not the honeſt Myſtery or Craft in Working 
and Faſhioning the Wares , (which 1n all Trades 
is to be conceal d) bur the publick Rules of our 
Laws, and good intentions of our Law: Makers 
to prevent Deceit in the exerciſe of that Myſtery 
which ll diſpoled Craftſ-men in all Ages have 
been too prone to contrive and practice. 

Tothe Fourth. Itcannor beſuppoſed, that for 
the Offences of ſume,, all ſhould be condemned ; 


' or thatif ſome Wares be deceitful, all ſhould be 


ſo made: Forl avcr, that ſome there be of this 


Trace (to their honor be it ſpoken) that have not, 


nor will not in this Trade of a Goldſmith vary 
from the Rules and Principles of Law and Hone- 
ly, by working or ſclling adulterated Gold or 
Sitver Works, though ſtrongly beſet with the 
temptations of gains tor a more plentiful livelt- 
hood ; and it cannot be denied, that a perfon 
brought up in a Irade to live honeſtly thereon (to 
ſee his Neighbours Jraw away his Cuſtomers by 
deceitful Wares under colour of cheapnels, or let- 


ſer profit for his work , when indeed he makes | 


greater advantages thereby) and not be enſnared 


to do the like practices, argues more than an or- | 
_ dinary integrity and conſtancy. 


And I am of this favourable opinton that many 


who have been Tranſgreflors in this kind were 


meerly ſo of neceſſity to preſerve their Trades 


and Cuſtomers ; and that ſuch their doings hath 


not been with, but altogether againſt their good 
inclinations, and would not a littl- rejoyce, and 
that. of an honeſtprinciple, that athrough refor- 
mation were made therein. 


* Tothe Fifth, It ts well known the Wardens of 
the 
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| d. 
To the Reader. 


the Goldſmiths London, have readily heard Com- 
plaints that were made to them therein, and pu- 
niſht the Ottenders:And it is hoped the ſame con- 
ſtancy and zeal toa through Reformation will be 
in their Succetlors. Bur the Workers and Sellers 
in this Trade being ſo numerous , and the Tran(- 


- grefſors ſo ſubril ro conceal their deceipt, and 


evade the puniſhment,that the endeavours of the 


' Wardens, as yer hath been , fo ſtill will be bur a 


weak remedy,unleſs a greater Authority be given 
tothem,which I have intheenſuing Treatiſe hum- 
bly propoſed, and unleſs the Buyer or Cuſtomer 
who wears and uſes the Commodity be made ca- 
pable of knowing the lawful Wares from the un- 
lawful, and the true value of the Metal of cither, 
and how to puniſh the Offenders by morerready 
and cafie ways than heretofore,which is the chief 
intent of the enſuing Diſcourſe. 

And for the encouragement of thoſe that have 

a lawful right to exerciſe the Gold{miths Trade, I 
have in the enſuing Treatiſe given a plain deſcri- 
ption of that Trade, and whar are the proper 
Worxs thereaf. 

[have aliocarcfuliy collected the Laws in force 
for, reſtraining perſons from cxerciling that and 
all other Manual Trades that have nor been 
brought up ſeven years as Apprentices thereto z 
ahd aiſv the Laws in force for reitraining Aliens 
from exerciſing the ſame; to the intent that ason 
the one hand I would prevent diſhoneſt Aftions 
of the lawful Goldſmiths, ſo I would be a means 
to obtain their due Rights and Liberries in ſup- 
prefſing and preventing all intruders into their 
Trade. 


A 2 Where- 


*h-. "I . 
adams Cat75s: i ECDL LE trated, He 


| Publick Good. 


of 


To the Reader. 


Wherefore craving the favourable conſtruction 
of the Wardens of the Company of Goldſmiths, 
London, and all honeſt Workers and Sellers of 
Goldſmiths Work;for this my undertaking, I aſſure 
themand all my good Countrymen, that I value 
not the Calumny of ſuch who ſhall be diſpleaſed 
for diſcovering their deceitful and unlawful pra- 
ices: My only aim and intention in this matter 
being to procure an honeſt Reformation 1n the ma- 
king of Gold and Silver Works, and all other 
Goldſmiths Works whatſoever : then would they 
truly be the Ornament and Riches of this King - 


dom. 

And ſince to our Ornaments and Riches the 
means of ſafery isa&quiite, I have tn the enſuing 
Treatiſe humbly propoſed a Supplement to the 
Laws already made and in force touching the 
Catlers Myſtery . and for the Manufacturing of 
Sword-Blades in this Kingdom ; a work of late 
negletted: bur if encouraged by the meansI have 
propoſed, or ſome other way, it woufd be of great 
advantage, honor, and ſafety to this Nation, by 
the making all Weaponsof War at home,and pre-. 


FOmng our being impoſed vpon by other Nari- 


, and enriching them with the prot of that 
Work, and withour Coin that is tranſported for 
the ſame. 

And having thus caſt | In my Myrte in fo impor. 
tant and juſta matter, I have diſcharged my Du- 
ty, and ſhall remain a devoted Servant to the 
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A. 

Buſes ro the People by Gold and Silver Works, 
the ſcveral kinds | Page {.2.T7Z3 I 24, 

| A I25,145,147,148,149 
Action lies againſt the Wardens of the Goldſmiths 
for refuſing to mark, good Silver Wark, or hurting 
the Work by ſtrikins the Marks -'- ol 
Acts of Parliament 9g,1l0,11,12,13,14,15,16, 
17,45,$9,51,52,53,54,55,50,57,59,89,90, 
91,92,113,114,115,116,164,190,191,192, 
193,194, 195,196, 197, 198,199, 200, 201 
Allay :n S:lver, the meaning thereof 8 


Aliens may not exerciſe the Goldfmiths , nor other 
Manual Trades within this Realm, upon penalty, 


and the reaſons fO,F1,52,53,54,F5,5F6, 
: F7,58,59,60,61,62,63 
Aliens aud Denizens muſt ſerve their Apprentiſhips 
within this Realm, to lawfully exerciſe the Mar 


nual Trades | | F EF CA 
Apprentiſhips to all Manual' Trades, the reaſon ' 
thereof 46,47 


Artifices to cheat the wearing Buyers of Goldſmiths 
Works, ſeveral mentioned 146,147,148,149 
Aſſay-Maſter , why appointed his Oath and Duty 
25 

Allay-Offce where kept qe +66 
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The Table. 


\\Tays of Goldand Silver , bow they are made 30 
Sc more at theerdof Reynolds's Tables, in this 
Atiays of ſrjpctied Silver work ,eurettions to procure 
ehew 65,65 See Reports, | 
Aflay-papers, their emblem 66 
Allays of Gold work.,now to procure amd unaerftand 
them '|:[] | 26021203 ,304 
Ailays will be made by the Aſſay-Maſter of the 
Tower Io 
Aſſay and Touch to be-allowed all Workers in Lon- 
dong and three miles compaſs, (except, GC.) 32 
Aſſiſtance of all Officers to be given to the Wardens 
of the Goldſmiths 122,123 
B. 
Uckles of S:[ver for Belts and Girdles Compre- 
henaed nnaer the term of Harneſs , and to be 
marked with the Companies Marks, upon penalty 
By-Laws and Ordinances of the Goldimith” yr” 4 
thority to make them 120 
Buckles of Braſs or Copper, unlawful either Gilt or 
Silvered _ 164 
Buckles of Braſs or Copper , covered with Gold or 
.. Silver, in the juriſdiction of the Wardens of the 


Goldſmiths to puniſh | 166 

C. 
 Arratts and Carratt-grains , the forts deſcri- 
AA : bed '102,103 
Charter of th- Goldſmiths WELR8! þ © 
Charter of the Catlers I'7L 


Cheapſide, or High- ſtreets, no o:her place lawful in 
London to keep 4 Goldſrou hs Shop in 116,132 
Collets of Rings are mnd: beſt with Standard 98 
On Cheat 
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Cheat in the Goldſmiths works, the value computed 
145 


Corporation of the Goldſmiths, rhe intent thereof 


18,19. Andwho ought tobe the members there- 
of . See Goldſmiths, 

Corporation of the Goldſmiths, the name or names 
thereof 19 


3 Counterfeiting the Marks. See / farks. 
# Corporations, the Members thereof being of ſeve- 


ral Traaes, is injurious to the deſign of their ma- 


king | 18,19 


: Coin comnnterfeited, direftions to diſcover it 167 
2 Coins Forein Gold and Silver, their Allay, weirht, 


and value. See at the latter end. 


! Cutlers Trade deſcribed, and who may lawfully exer- 


ciſe the ſame 42,41,42,45 


2 Cutlers works, the joyning them to the works of other 


Trades is not intended by the Statute E\12, to be ex- 
erciſing that Trade 43,44 


| Cutlers works, the buying and ſelling them is not in- 


tended by the Statute Eliz, ro be exerciſing that 


Trade 44 
Cuſtoms of London in the caſe of Qdannal and 
other Trades 43,49,50 
| Covenant of Apprentiſhip of an Infant in the Conn- 
ties not good for above ſeven years 49 
Covenant of an Apprentice under 21 years of age, 
unleſs inrolled, is void in Law FO 
Cutlers works , ſeveral Forein wroaght, prohubited 
199 Fo 204 

| D. 
Ays appointed for the Aſajing the Silver 
Works, and touchy or ſetting the Companies 
Marks 32 


A 4 Deceits 
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| The Table. 
Decelts in Silver works, how diſcoverable. See Sith: 
ver Works. 
Deceits iz Gold works, Poſe difrrviedilt See Gola 
works. 
Days »n every week on which the Wardens of the 


Golaſmit hs keep their Coynrts {1/0 
Dcceits : rhe Goldſmiths works, is ineffect a rober) 
I 
Decetts.in the Goldſmiths works , the value FW. 
rea 144,145 
E. 
nn of great quantities of Silver Works, 
brought for the vld1r conn Marks,; the infe- 
rence 31,32 
| F. 
Iling the Silver work, will diſcover its Courſe- 
eſs" | |: 63 
Filing the Silver work before it be rubbd on the 
Tonuch-Stone, the reaſon 64 


Fines ſmall on Offenders will encourage them in ma- 
king deceitful Gold and Silver works 1 45,146 
Fr Bo Dri of the Goldſmiths (for nat executing their 


Authority, or abuſing ir) may be ſeized into the. 


Kings hands 
Franchiſes of the ſeven Torch- Towns (for neolett i 1 
ſuppreſſing the aeceits in the Goldſmiths works) 
may be ſeized into the. Kings hands 108 
G. 
Old, its original and nature , colour and wo 
fulneſs # | 3,4,5,0 370 
Gold, rhe Standard thereof . 14,104. 
Gold works, all forts thereof to be made of the Stan- 
dard Allay, upon penalty 14,104 
Goldſmiths Trade Ted and who may lawfally 


#1 ecerciſe 


Tine Table. 


exerciſe the ſame 33,39,49,45,46,49 
Goldſmiths, all dweilin; in London, and three miles 


compaſs (being F YECmmen, GC.) 042/41 to be of that 
Corporat.on 18 <A propoſed Law 19 that pur- 
Poſe 2.0 
Gold works, the way of diſcovering aeceits therein, 
and how to bepamſhed IOI, I92 
Goldſmiths, poor and impoteiit, how to be relieved. 
See poor, 
Goldimiths works that are anlawful to be ſeized by 
the Wardens or Surveyors as things forfeit 17 
Goldſmiths works, the joyning them to the works of 
other Trades, is not intended by the Statute Eliz. 
to be the exerciſing thoſe Trades 43,44 
Goldſmiths works, the bxying and ſelling them,1is not 
intenaed by the Statmic Eliz, to be exerciſing that 


Traae 44 
Gold works of a cqurſe Allay, the ſeveral pretences 
for it anſwered _ 94,95 ,98 


Goldſmiths works, all worſe than Standard, are po- 
fit ively unlawful, and the making thereof to be 
totally omitted I8,94.,95,100 

Goldſmiths remote from London, their auty, and 
direttions to procure them to be puniſhed 106, 

107,108,109,1I0,III 

Goldſmiths Corporation (for neg lett in ſuppreſſing 
the defetls in Goldſmiths works) their Franchiſes 

may be ſeized 97 
Goldſmiths works worſe than Stanaara, the making 
and ſelling them is Rebellion, and as hon "7J 
o - Of | 162 
Abitation, of the workers to be entered in 4 
Book 1n the Aſſay-Office 12,27,28,133,135 
Harneſs of Silver to beSterling,and to be mark d mis 
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The Table. | 

the Companies and Workers Marks, upon penalty 
12,24 

Harneſs , what 1s: comprehended under that terms 
ne 33, 34 

Hilis for Swords , and Buckles of Silver, 8eC. are 
comprehended unaer the term Harneſs , and to be 
marked with the Compatiies Marks', upon penalty 

| 33,34 

Hilts of Braſs or Copper nnlawfuleit 5er Gilt, or S4- 
vered 164 Andin :he juriſaittion of the War- 


aens of the Goldſmiths to puniſh _ 166 

gigs l Js 
{paris one ſort of puniſhment for offenders 
| in the Goldſmiths Trade || TO 
Indictments, zwo Copies thereof 75,84 
80 


Information, ove Copy thereof | 
Inſtrament of Silver (of ſeveral Allays) to diſcover 
the value of all ſorts of courſe Sulver-works, di- 


rections to make it ITO,IIIL,II2 
Informers, thoſe tgnominions, deſcribed | 163 
ﬀK Eepers of the Touch. See Wardens. 
L 


| Ead to be ſea about marking the works 96 

... Law new propoſed for the better enabling the 
IWardens of the Goldſmiths to perform their Daty, 
and to enable the party grieved to get recompence 
151 See Goldſmiths. 

Law ew propoſed for the ſetting up the Mannufabtare 
of Sword-Blades, and to enable the Corporation of 
Cutlers to 3:77 effectually perform their dat 'Y, Q&C- 


with reaſons fer the ſame 204, 10 218 
Limitation of time for proceeding in courſe of Law 
anainſt Offenders Wl 89,90,91,92 


Marks 


3s 
. The Table. 
M. 

Arks, every Mater Goldſmith in England to 
have his mark, and the ſame to ſet on their 
work, #pon penalty IT.TET2-2% 

Wat of = Warkers to be known to the SING 
or Wardens of the Goldſmiths, upon penalty 17, 

12,23,27 

Marks ſet on the work, is the beſt means for diſcover- 
ing the worker  -2$,29q 

Marks of the Company, the ſeveral ſorts, aud their 

emblem _ | Sa 

Marks of the workers, the ſeveral ſorts, aud how to 
be qualified and ſet ontheir works 27,136,137 

Marks of the Company, and workers, the penalty of 
connterfeiting them, and the reaſon 29 . 

Marking StanZerd Silver, the omittins thereef un- 

lawful, and'of ill conſequence , and the reaſonable— 
neſs of the penalty for ſuch omiſſion 36 

Marks of every Maſter-Goldſmit h throughout Eng- 

land to be ”. Rag to the Wardens of #be Golfmiths 


*. wpon penal II.10 
| Macks b the C ompany, and Worker s,how to be as 
and preſerved 37 
Market Overt of the Goldſmiths T30,13r,132 
Mint-Maſter, how pxniſhable I3 
Money. See Coin, 
N. 
Ames of the Workers to be entered onthe Table 
of Matks 27 
Name of the Goldſmiths Corporation, See Corpo- 
ration. .O 


Bſcure' Tarnings, and By-lanes, and Streets,the 
keeping a Goldſmiths Shop therem, nulawfſul, 
and the reaſon II4,115,132 

CCIrS 
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The Table. 
Officers to be aiding and lifting. See "Aſſiſtance. 
Orders of :he Goldſmiths 133,13F 
Ordinances to make. See 7y-laws. 

Obſervations for the buyers of Goldſmiths Works to 


ſecure good evidence to get recompence 72,73 
Obſer vations for their buying good Gold and Silver 


works 93 
Order of the King and Council il ronching Srebiliced 
Wares | 202 
F/ 
| Pemgaiſe of the King to be faved 10 
Poor and Impotent Goldſmiths how to be relic- 
* ved \CNESLLS 8 
 Pillory one ſort of Puniſhment for Offenders inthe. 
Golaſmiths works | TX. I FO : 


Precepts of the Golaſmiths. . | See Orders. ; 
Pretences to delude the wearing Buyers, ſeveral men- 
 » pioned and anſweredg6 397 295, »99,100,T01 2147 


Qu Ueries, ſeveral anſwered * 36,93 94,95 


Eports of Silver Lieu. thls emblems, and di- 
R reftions to underſtandthem 67,68, 69,79,7 
Reports .of Gold Aſs , erefions to underſtand 


- them | 103,104 | 
Rudeneſs of rhe Compaties vals how puniſh- 
able | | 97 


"ILY to be made by the Wardens or Surveyors, 
amongſt all Goldſmiths, and others throughout 


 Enpland 9,1T 
veal, and Perperual ſuiceſſon of t the Corporation of 
Goldjmihs . IS 120 
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The Table. 
Silver its original and nature, complexion and uſcſul- 
neſs | 3,4,5,0,7,8 
Silvcr, the Stanaard thereof digit j I 4 
Silver works, all ſorts thereof to be of Statidard or 
Sterling Allay 9,10,12,13 
Silver, the quantity to be detained by the Wardens out 
» of all work they allow and mark 26 
Silver work of a courſe Allay, the ſeveral pretences 
for it anſwered 94,98,99,100 
Silver works of 4 courſe Allay, how d;ſcovered * 63 , 
64,65 
Silver works, when deceived thereby, how to ger re- 
| Comppence 71,72,73,74 
oliver work, its bliſtering , ſcaling, or peeling, is a 
ſign of its courſeneſs 64 
Sodder to be allowed in making the Works . 12,14 
Sodder, how much to be allowed in Silver works 37, 
| 18 
Standard S:lver, thr nobleneſs and excellency of its 
compoſition 8,18,98 
_ Sterling Silver, the meaning thereof, and why ſo cal. 
W7- 8 
Stones, none but natural to be ſet in Gold | 
SLONes to be ſet in their weight of Gold or Silver 19 
SUrVEYOrs, others may be aſſigned, beſides the War- 
dens of the Goldſmiths © II,23 
\Summary concluſion of what concerns the Gold- 
ſmiths, with perſwaſrve arguments to the Workers, 
ana Sellers, and wearing buyers of their Works, 
and a new Law propoſed for a perfect Reformation 
| I41 fo 163 
Sword-blades, a propoſed Law for the making them 


in this K inTaom. See Law new. 
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The Table, 


"FE. i 
T Ables for emiring the Marks, their deſcription; 
and where kept 27 
Tables of John Rephokls 219 
Tools »ſed about marking the good, and breaking the 
bad Goldſmiths work _ 3I 
Touch-Yowns ſeven, appointed beſides London 12, 
TOS 
Towns in all places in England, the Gold{muths 
therein to obſerve the ſame  Oraers as they at Lon- 


_ don # 109 
Touch-ſtones to know thrb beat fort; and whereſold 
64 


Touch on the Touch- Bobh| brotfious to make it 64, 
Touch-Towns, for their ne.lett in ſuppreſſing the 
defeits in Goldſmith r-warks therein, their Fran- 


chiſes may be ſeized into the Kings hands 108 
V. | 


V Eſſels of Silver to be , the fineneſs of Sterlimg 


10 
Veſſels of Silver, what is comprebended ruder that 
name 23 
Veſtels of Silver that are made in any place thr ongh- 
out England (except Merv Tanc h-Towns) to 
be marked at London by the Wardens of the 
Goldſmiths with the hep ards-head, upon penalty 


" 9,2 + 
Wim of t5e Goldjeirs , four tobe choſci 


earl, I16,T19 
Widens of i Goldſmith; , their duty and au- 
thority 9,I1,12 F545, 17,22,25, 
27,36,71, 128, '&c. 


"Yardens 


Ef The Table. : 
Wardens of the Goldſmiths not compelling all Silver 


Hilts for Swords, and Silver Buckles for Girdles. 
and Belts, &C. to be brought for their Marks, the 


aanger 35 
Wardens of the Goldſmiths , to break and ſpoil all 
falſe Goldſmiths works 128 


Wardens of the Goldſmiths to compel all Goldſmiths 
in London, and three miles compaſs,to bring their 
Works to their Hall to be tryed and marked 32 


123 
Wardens of the Golaſmiths to call all Officers to 
their aſſi5Fance I22 


Wardens of the Goldſmiths in their ſearches finding 
any Gold or Silver works not marked according to 
Law, are to fine the Offender to the value of the 
unmarked work | 32 

Wardens of the 'Golaſmiths obliged by Law to aſſiſt 
all perſons deceived (in Goldſmiths works, by any 
maker or ſeller thereof ) to get recompence 72 
See their Charter. 

Wardens of the Goldſmiths abuſimg the works by 
ſetting the Marks, or delaying to mark or return 
it, will cauſe the working courſe Sulver 98 

Wardens of the Gelaſmiths acquitted aud diſchar- 

' ged from all accounts to the Crown, for execating 
their office 129 

Wardens of the Goldſmiths, complaint of defett m 
their Authority IF7,156 

Working Goldſmiths, their omitting the ſetting and 
obtaining the Marks on their works, as the Law 
requires, is a true ſign of their working aeceit- 


fully 35,36 
Wetgher in the Aſſay-Office his duty | 26 
Weights Troy deſcribed 137 


Weights 


ib a <dt> 
4 
140 
24 


lawfulneſs 
149 


imiths 


he Gola, 


WT Hil 


A Touch- 


Co 
du- pois, ther difference from Tr 
and the 
is ft 


— 


Silver 


: 


F 


\Tab! 


; 


'h 


k of Gold or | 
- 


« 
? 
b5 
: 
bd 
- 
= 
WI ” oe WER 17 ere eg ot oe ens Lc bo ooantMemuncre | n= 2 our edgy oe wes @Qhporgys e=_—— Caapans N'-. 
. 
4 


brs Venice deſcribed, 


” = ED 
AN 
'T 
> 
< : q 
DEITY: > | 
+ D >” , 
_ -t-” IO PontT 
Wm 28 | ff 
Q D WV & te : þ , 
S > F —— = 
p5 | OWE 


nab; ha Son, 
— 
. lp Dr yer ns, eas as 7s; * 44A 


SE EST a 2 
a A ' $ ng; { - q ng F 


AO Won et 


a» +4 -_ 


: 
y ; 
_— 3 5 
, 


Sohn Dole! $ | Hill Foes 
Jt: for an Aſvay Dece 18 95, JUjor ar Afeas Jan 37. 1075. 


I Perf FI 


Tho: Dore's 
Gold foran Aſs ay Apr. of 1076 


#7 =: 5 5\L) 


ih An rw ay lh/ open without 
9 Afsay Maſters report. 


AA ay paper open of Sstlver 
Ajsay Maſters report 


2) ft i £ EN in 42, ounce worse 


vo then /tandard Nt ihner. 


> An Akay payer open of Gold 
5 ) w* the ay. A ao tink A rt 


is 1 + in the OUNCE WOYSE 


then Nanda rd Gold. 

 & jen. Way paper folded vp. 
The Companyof Golds mth 5 

4 Marks bemg if letter - for this 


year 1650. 


| 


Touch-{tone 


vas; 7 
Gold and Silver W ares : 
OR, 


A Manual for Goldſmiths. 


*#at there hath been and is a 
'. great. abuie to the People of 
this Kingdome in the. Silver 
| and Gold that is wrought 1n- 
to the ſeveral forts of Wares 1n ule 
amongſt .us, is no hard matter to ma- 
niteſt , For if there were 1n{pection 
Is made 


\ 
\, 


a Tottch-ſtone fo2 Gold 


made into the Silver that is wrought | 
into Buckles for Belts,Girdles, Shooes, 


Garters, and ſuch like , And Hilts for 
Swords and the pieces thereto belong- 
ns. Andall other ſorts of ſmall work 
both gf Gold and Silver, and the value 


thereof truly Examined, a great part 


thereot would be tound to want very 
much of the value it ought to be of, 
in re{pect both of the Standard, and 
the Price it was fold at, whereby the 
wearing buyer'1s abuſed and detrau- 
ded, and the Lawes infringed, for the 
private benefit only of deceitful 'and 
1/l-minded men. Todire& therefore 
in the Diſcovery of Falſe Wares, and 
to prevent the Eyvils ariſing thence, 
I have framed this Diſcourſe, which 
conſiſts of Three Parts ; As, 


Firſt, Yhat Silter and Gold is inits 


own Nature, and the Sort or 


Standard, that is or ought to be 


 inufe amoneſt Hs. 


Secondly, recital of the Statutes 
and other Zawes in force for 
preventing the working and 

ſelling 
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*  andSilver (Uates, 


ſelling Gola and Silver Fork, 


that ts worſe than that Shax- 
dard. 


Thirdly, Some Notes giving light to 
thoſe Statutes , and directing 
how to prevent Deceipt 1 12 Go!d 
or Silver work, aud the way of 


Reareſs for ſuch Offences. 
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Silver is a Mineral of that Excellent 
| Nature, that when it isin the higheſt 
1 degree of fneneſs, it will endure melt- 
» ing a Jongtimein extream heat, with 
{ bur very little waft , which quality 
z 15 not in any other Mettal, fave Gold, 
x | which (in the fineſt degree) 15 MOTC 
} fixt, and will endure the fire with lels 
| waſt:; Wherefore Gold and Silver tor 
| this excellency and their ſcarcenefs, 
and capablenels of being wrougit into 
110 many ſorts of Uſeful and Ornamen- 
| tal things above other Mettals, 15 one 
{Realon rhat ir bears ſo great z value, 
and anſwers all things. 

Oo 
| Our fore-fathers ' conſidering that 
Silver in its fineſt degree would be r09 
B 2\: (0) 7c 


1# 


«” ib 


A Touch ne fo2 Gold 


ſoft for ule and lervice ( for the fineſt 
Silver 15 almoſt as loit as Lead), did 
conſult; to reduce or harden the Silver 
( by ailaying it with baier Meral) to 
ſuch a degree, that it might be both 
ſerviceable in the works, and aiio 1n 
the wearing keep its native White- 
nels, And upon Experiment and due 
Conlideration, did agree that there 
ſhould be put Eighteen penny weight 
of ine Copper into Eleven Ounces and 
two penny weſght Troy of the fineſt 
Silver , both which makes Twelve 
Ounces or the pound Troy , And 1o 
according to that proportion for more 
or leſs, (where it 1s .to be obſerved, 
That either Tin, Pewter or Lead being 
put into Gold or Silver for the allay- 
ing thereof, or being mixt therewith, 
readers it extream brittle, and alto- 
gcther unfit for work) which degree 
of allay is concluded upon by the Law- 
makers of this Kingdome, to be the 
Standard for all Silyer Money, and all 
Silver Works, and is commonly cal- 
led the Sterliny Allay (from the Eſter- 
{3175 or men that came trom the Z£aſt- 
Country, and were the firſt Contri- 
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vers and makers of that allay;) And 
this 15 that which 1s meant 1n the Sza- 
tute of 18 £liz, Cap.15. by the Expret- 
ſion, (to wit) /Vor leſs 12 fineneſs thay 
that of I1 Ounces two penny weight. 
And tor this purpoſe divers Statutes 
have been made, which I have here 
recited verbatim 4s followeth. 


The Statute 28 Ev. I. Cap..20. 


It is D2datned,That no Goldfinith 
of England, no2 none othcr-where 
within the Kings Oomintons , ſhall 
from hencefo2th make 2 calle to be 
inade any manner of Uefſel, Jewel, 02 
any other thing of Gold 02 Silver, ex- 
cept it be of ggd and true allay, that 
15 to ſay) Goid ofa Certain tottch,and 
Silver of the Steriing allay, o2 of 
better at the pleaſnre of 3:2 to whom 
the WUo2k belongeth ; and that none 
wozk wozte Silver then Yoney; And 
that no manner of Cleftel of 'Sitver 


' Depart out of the Hands of the Tlozk- 


ers until it be Affaped by the War- 
dens of the Craft ; and further, that 
it be ma: ked with the Leopards-Jead' : 
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And that thep wozk no wozſe Gold 

then of the touch of JParis ; And that 

th? Wardens of the Craft ſhall go 

from Shop to Shop among the Gold- 

[miths to aſſap if their Gold be of the 

fame touch that is ſpoken of betoze ; 

Attd if they find any other then of the 

Touch afozeſatd, the Gold fhall be foz- 

Theſe felt to the Ring; [And that none ſhall 
thi make Rings, Croſſes, no2 Locks, 
cute, [Now AD that none ſhalt (ct any ſtone tn 
gen Oold ercept it be Natural ; And that 

{s, »»  Gzavers 02 Cutters of Stones, and 

EN Locks, JRe- of Deals, ſhall gtve lG cach their 
p-" 2 weight of Stiver_ and Gold as near as 

_ _ Tyey can iipon their Fidelity ; And the 
Jewcis of baſe Gold which they have 

it th:ttz hands, they ſhall utter as faſt 

as they can; Inv trom thencefozth if 

tzey buy any of the ſame WWozk, thep 

(hail buy ft to wozk upon, and not 
to fell again: And chat all the god 
Towns of England where any Oold: 
[inith be dwelling, ſhall be Ozderepd 

acco2ding to this Statute, as they of 
London be; And that one ſhall come 
fcom cvcry gon Town foz all the reft- 
Due that be dwelling fn the ſame, unto 
Fo” | London 
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London, fo} to be aſcertatned of their 
Totiich. And if any Goldlmith be at- 
tainted hereafter becatile that he hath 
Done otherwiſe then betoze 5 Dbatns 
ed, he ſhall be puniſhed by inpulon- 
ment and. by ranſome at ths Kings 
pleaſure, And notwithifatnoing all 
theſe things befoze mentiviied, 62. any 
point of them, Both the King and his 
Council, and ail they that were pyelert 
at the making of this D2dinance, wilf 
and inten? that the Right and J2c- 
rogative of his Crown ſhail be ſaved to 
btin fn ail things, 


Stat. 37 £4, 3. Cap. 7. 


Item, Tt is acr92ded, That Gold: 
ſmiths as well-in London as elſewhere 
within the Realm, ſhalt tnake all 
manner of Ueffels and other CUok 
of Di{ver, weil and Lawfuily of the 
allay of god Sterling; And every 
Naſter Ooldlinith ſhall have a matk 
by himſelf, and the ſame mark ſhall be 
known by then! whici tall be aſſignen 


by the King to (ſttrvey their TUozk and 


Altap ; A'td that the ſaio Ool mithg, 
B 4 [ct 


This 
"jr 


Goldſuith 
(hall mak 
#FhiteVeſſe 
end alſo 


' A Touch-ſtoke foz Gold 


ſet not their Yarks upon their Tlozks 
_ till the ſatd Surveyozs have made 
their aſſay as ſhall be ozdatned by the 
ing and his Touncel ; and after the 
Aſſay made , the Surveyo? ſhall (et 
the Kings Yark, and after the Gold* 
Imith his mark fo2 which he will ans 
\wer ; And that no Ooldſmtth take fox 
Clefici white and full fo2 the weight of 
a pound. (that is to {ay) of the p2ice 
of two Datks of Paris weight , but 
Etghteen pence- as they do at Paris : 

[And that noGoldſmith makingTUhite 
Gicfſcl hall meddle with gtiding, 
102 they that do gtld ſhall medvle to 
- Make white Ceflel : And they which 
' ſhall be ſo aſſigned tn Lvety Town ſhall 


gild) re: make their Searches as oftentimes 


pealed 
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as ſhail be Dzdatned ; Aud fo2 that 
which ſhalt be in the Ooldliniths 
default, they ſhall incur the pain of 
fozfeiture to the King, the value of the 
Yetal which ſhall be found in default. 


Stat. 
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Stat. 2 Hen, 6.14. 


The fineneſs of Harneſs of Silver, 4nd 
|; that it ſhall be marked with the 
Leopard s Head. 


Item, That no Goldſmith no2 wo2- 
ker of Silver within the City of Lon- 
don, (ell any wozkmanthip of Stiver, 
unlels 1t be as fine as the ſterling, cr- 
cept the tame need Soddcr in the 
making , which ſhall be. ailowed ac- 
 copding as the Sodder 1s neceſlary 

to be mwought in th? ſame ; And that 

ho Ooidlmith no? Jewcller, 1102 ahp 
other that wozketh Harneſs of Stlver, 
ſhall (ct any of the fame to ſale within 
the City, befoze that it te Tovuclen 
with the touch, and ailo with the Bark 
02 Sigh of the Wiozkman of the . fame, 
upon pain of Fozicitire of the double 
value as atoze ts (atd: And that the 
DYatrk and Dign of every Ocldimith 
be known to the: Wardens of the 
Craft. And if it may be found that 
the lain Keeper of the Touch, totich 
any ſuch Harneſs with the Leopard's 
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A Touch-ſfoite fo2 Gold 
Iead, ercept it be as fine tt allap as 
the ſterling, that then the Keeper of 
the Touch fo2 every thing (o p2oved 
not as good jth allay as the laid ſterling, 
ſhall fozfeit the double value to the 
Ring, and to the. party as is above 
recited, And alſo tit is likewiſe ©2- 
Daincd ih the City of York, New- 
Caſtle upon Tine, Lincoln, Norwich, 
Briſtow , Salisbury any Coventry , ' 
That every one ſhall have divers 
Touches accozbving to the Dzdinance 
of the Mayozs, Bavyliffs, 02 Govcrt- 
nours of the ſame Towns; And that 
no Goldſmiths no2 other Uozkers of 
Stlver, n02 Reepers of the ſain Tou, 
ches within the ſame Towns, ihall ſec. 
to (ale 02 touch any Silver tn other 
manner then is 02datited, befoze with- 
in the City of London, upon pain of 
the ſaid fozfetttires. And mozeover, 
Thatno Goldſmith 02 other Uiozker 
of Sflver within the Kealm of En- 
gland, where no touch is ozdatned as 
afo2e is ſaid, ſhall wozk any Stiver er- 
cept it be as fine tt allay as tve ſter, 
ling ; And that the Goldlmith oz woz- 


ker of the ſame Sflver ſet upon the 
{ame 
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ſame his Yark oz Sign, befoze he 
ſct it to ſale : And if it be found that 
it is not as fine as the ſterling, thax 
then the wozker of the ſame ſha(\t fo2- 
feit the double value in manner and 
ſozm as befo2e is rcciten within the 
City of London, And the Juſtices of 
JIcace, Yayozs and Bapyliffs, and all 
other having power as Juftices of the 
Peace, ſhall here enquire and deter- 
mine, by Bill, Plaint, o2 in other 
manner, all that do contrary to the ſaid 
D2dinances, and thereof to make due 
£xecutton by thefc vifcretions. J2o- 
vided alwayes, That if the Dafter of 
the Pint that now is, 02 which fo2 the 
time ſhall be, offend 02 have offenden 
in his Dffice of the ſaiv Mint, that 
then he be puniſhed and Juſtified ac- 
co2ding to the fozm of the ſaid Jnden- 
tires. 


Stat. 
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Stat, 18 £12. 15. 


\ Dereas certain evil iſp oſed 
Oolauniths deceitfullyds The 
- / _anvſecit late and other Gold and Stl- 
ver (Wares to the great defratding of 
her Dajeitte and H:zr good Subzegs ; 
Fo? Remcdy whereof, Be it Enaced 

by the Authozity of this pzeſent Par- 
' lament, That no Goldſmith from the 
WW Twentieth day of April nert coming 
W hall wozk, ſell, Exchange, 02 cauſe to 
t be w20ught, ſold, oz exchanged, any 
Jlate o2 6thcr Ooldimiths TUares of 
Gold lels in finenels then that of Twen- 
ty two Carrects, And that he uſe no 
Sodder , Ammel . or other ſtuffings 
whatſoever Te! any of their Works 
more than 1s neceifary for the finih- 
ing of the ſame, And that they take 
not above tize rate of Twelve pence fo2 
tie Diunce of Golpcbriives che faſhion) 
moe thei the biuycr nap 02 ſhall be 
_ alfowed fo? tho fame at the Queens Er- 
change 02 YYint, upon pain to fozfett 
the value of the thing ſo (old o2 exchan- 
Ned 2: Aftd that from the ſaid wn or 
(1-tH 
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ticth day of April, no Goldſinfth ſhall 

make, 1lelt oz erchange in any place 

within this Realm,any Jlate v2 Gold- 

liniths Tares of Silver, lefs tn fine- 

nels thei thar of Eleven Ounces two 

penny weight, No2 take atobe the rate 

of Twelve pence for every pound 

weight of Plare or Wares of Silver, 

(beiives the faſhion ) more then the 

| buyer ſhall or may be-allowed tor the 

| {ame at the Queens Exchange or Mint; 
J202 putt tv ile, exchange v2 tell any 

| Plate o2 Volalmiths Tok of Sil- 

| ver betoze he hath (et-his own Mark 

| 

| 
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to lo much thereof as \conveniently 
may bear the ſame, upon pain to tor- 
feit the value" of the rhing {o told 02 
crchanged: Agndifany Gvtatinth ſhall 
make aiy Goldſmiths TUozk o2 Plate, 
and the lame ofter the 1a;0 Twentieth 
day of April, ſhall be couchev, marked 
and al!owey to2 god by the CUarvens 
02 Yaſters of that Yyſtery, And if fn 
the lame there fhall be found any 
fallhod 02 deceit then the {UardensS 
. and £0o2pozation of that Yyſterp fo2 
the time being, ſhali fozteltt and pay 
the value of the thing (0 exchanFed 
02 
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02 (old, The one Yoyety of all which 
Foxfeitures ſhall be to the uſe of the 
Queens Majeſtte ; and the other Yoy- 
ety to the Uſe of (fuch party grieved 
and ſuſtaining loſs therby as will ſue 
fo2 the ſame in aiy Court of Recozd, 
by Action, Bill, JAlaint, Jnfozmatton, 
o2 otherwiſe; wheretn no Eſſoyne , 
1oteaion, 02 UWiager of Law ſhall be 
adinitten fo2 the Oztendant. 


From which Statutes 1t 15 to be ob- 
ſerved, That no manner oi Silver 
Work whatſoever made, {old or ex- 
changed in any place within this 
Realm. 1s to be worle than the afore- 
ſaid Standard or Sterling allay. 


And for the better obſerving thele 
Rules, the perſons uſing that Myſtery 
in and about the City of Zonxaon have 
been and are Incorporated by the 
Name of the Wardens and Company 
of the Myſtery of Goldi{miths of the 
City of Zondon, and all that exerciſe 
that Myſtery in the ſaid City and Li- 
berties thereof , ought to be of that 
Company , though many there we of 
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that Myſtery who (through miſtake or 
defign) are Free of other Companies, 
which yet hinders not but that they 
are to all intents and purpoſes 1n re- 
ſpect of their Works, as much under 
the power of the ſaid Company, as 
their own proper Members are, The 
Wardens thereof (I mean the Com- 
pany of Goldimiths) are by the firſt 
recited Statute and their Charter, Au- 
thoriſed to ſearch amongſt all the 
Goldimiths, and all others Trading in 


Gold and Silver Work in any place 


within this Realm, And to affay ther 
Gold and Silver Work, and to break 
and deface all they do find of worſe 
allay than 1s appointed by the atore 
recited Statutes; And to fine the Of- 
fenders to the value of the Offence : 
Which large and copious Authority 
is known to have been put 1n practice : 
And for the Readers further know- 
ledge of all the Power and Authority 
to them given, I refer him to the In- 
rolment of the Patent now remaining 


of Record in the Chappel of the Rolls, 


a true Copy of which faithfully ren- 
dredinto Engliſh, is hereunto annexed. 


And 
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For the more eafie diſcovering the 
Workers and Sellers of unlawful Gold 
or Silver Work, the Statutes afore- 
laid do appoint , That every Maſter 
Worker in Gold{miths Work with- 
in this Realm, ſhall have his proper 
Mark, and the {ame Marks ſhall ſet on 
their Works, betore 1 it be [et to ſale. 


And that all fach Workers Marks 
(in the City of Zozdon and Three miles 
compals of the ſame) to be known to 


thoſe aſſigned by the King to Survey 


their Work and Allay, that is, the 
Wardens of the Goldimirhs, And all 
other Workers,Marks' in the leveral 
places where Touches be ordained, to 
be known to thoſe appointed there to 
Survey their work and allay ; upon 
the lame penalty as is appointed for 
working or ſelling courſe Silver-work, 
(that 1s) to forfeit the value of the Sil- 
ver work not marked with the Wor- 
ker's Mark, or marked with a Mark not 
lo made known , alrhough the Silver be 


of the Renee of F Sterling. 


And by reaſon that under the,gene- 
ral 


. and SildrEemares. 

ral term (of any Golaſmith's //ork)men- 
 tion'd 1n the Stat. of 18 Z#/iz. 15, is 
comprehended all Wier-work and 
Lace of Gold and Silver, which can- 
not be marked with the workers Marks 
(to anſwer the intent of the Law.) 
theretore our Law-Makers have put 
in this Proviſoin the iaid Stat. 18 £/z. 
15. (viz.) to (et the workers Mark to 
{0 much of his Work as will comvest- 
ently hear the ſame ; but for all other 
Goldſmiths work, it will bear-the 
Workers Mark with as much comvert- 
ency as with reaſon can be defired. 


And for all Silver Work that is of 
the moſt Eminent account (of which 


are all forts comprehended under the 
Numies of Yeſſe!s and Harneſs that are 
made 1n and about the'City of Zondoy, 
1nd Within three. miles of the fame) 
theſe are not to be left unto or rece!- 
ved upon the Credit and Reputation 
of the Maker thereof, by having only 
his Mark thereto , But the Credit and 
Reputation of the Company by their 
ſetting their Mirks to the ane who 
are (uxely the moſt likely to continue, 

| UC and 
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and moſt able to make ſatisfaction in 


caſe of defect, as is appointed by the 


ſaid Statutes, when the Worker and 
Seller may be dead, or by ſeveral ways 
diſabled to make recompence to the 
parties wronged, 


The Company of Goldſmiths con- 
fidering that their Wardens are by 
their Charter and the -Statutes afore- 
jaid, appointed to Survey, Aſſay and 
Mark the Silver-work, and that theſe 
Officers are yearly choſen according 
to their Ulage out of their Members 
of the Aſſiſtants, in courſe as they re- 
ceived their Admittance into thoſe 
Places : And that ſuch Choice ſome- 
times falls upon them that are either 
of other Trades, or not Skill'd 1n that 
Curious Art of making Aſſays of Gold 
and Silver, and conſequently /unable 
to make a true Report of the Good- 
neſs thereof, or elſe, the neceſſary At- 
tendance therein, being too great a 
Burden for the Wardens , Therefore 
they have appointed an Afﬀay-Maſter, 
called by them their Deputy-Warden, ' 
allowing him a conſidergble Yearly 

Sallary, 
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Sallary, and who takes an Oath to 
this ettect, (viz.) to perform thar Oi- 
hice Faithtully according to the belt 
of his Skill, that 1s,to make true aflay 
of all Gold and Silver brought to their 
Office for that purpoſe, and el{ewhere 
as the Wardens and Company hall ap- 
point, and give a true Report 'of the 
goodnels or badnels of the fame. 


They have alſo cauſed to be made 


(according to the aforeſaid Statutes 


and their Charter) Punchions of Steel, 


and marks at the end of them, both 


great and {mall of theſe ſeyeral torts 
tollowmmg, (that 1s) the Leopard s Head 
Crowned, the {yon,and a Zetter, (atruc 
Emblem of which 'Marks-are expreſ- 
fed 1n the Copper Cut following ) 
which Letter 15 changed Alphaberi- 
cally every Year, the reafon of change- 
ing thereof is, . (as I conceive) tor that 
by the afore recited Starures it is Pro- 
vided, That if any Silver Work thar 
15 worſe than Sterling be marked with 
the Companies Marks, the Wardens 
and Corporation for the time being 
ſhall make recompence to the party 

C 2 grieved, 
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_ _ erieved; 1o that it any ſuch default 
hould happen ,| they can tell by the 
Letter on the Work in what Year it 
was Aſlayed and marked, and thereby 
know which of their own Oricers 
deceived them, | and from them obtain 
over, a recompence, Theſe Marks are 
every Year made New for the ule of 
the New Wardens ; and although the 
Aſſaying is referr'd to the Afﬀlay-Ma- 
ſter, yet the Touch-Wardens looks to 
the Striking the Marks, 


They have al'o made in a part of 
their Hall, a place called by them their 
£Ajay-Office , as 1s betore mentioned, 
wherein 15a Sworn Weigher,his Duty 

1sto weigh all Silver Work into the 

Office, and enter the ſame into a Book 
for that purpoſe , And allo to weigh 
it out again to the Owner, (only four 
Grains out of every Twelve Ounces 
that is marked, 1s according to their 
Antient Cuſtome to be detained and 
kept for a.re-aſſaying once in every 
Year all theSilver Works they have 
paſſed tor good the year foregoing, 


In 


” and Silver Uares, 


In this Office 1s likewiſe kept for 
Publique View a Table or Tables ar- 
tificially made in Columns (that is to 
{y) one Colymn of hardened Lead, 
another of Parchment or Velom, and 
ſeveral of the ſame ſorts ; In the Lead 
Columns are ſtruck or entred the 
Workers Marks, (which are generally 
the two firſt Letters of their Chriſtian 
ara Sirnames) and right againſt them 
in the Parchment or Velom Columns 
are . writ and entred the Owners 
Names ; This 1s that which 15 mcant 
in the before recited Statutes, by the 
Expreſſion of makizg the Yorkers Mark 


known tothe Surveyers, or Wardens of 


the Craft : Which ſaid Wardens Duty 
is to lee that the Marks be plain, and 
of a fit-S1ze, and not one like/another; 
Arid to require the thus Entring the 
{aid Marks, And allo the ſetting them 


clear and viſible on all Gold and Silver 


work, not only on every Work, but 
alſo on every part thereof that is 
wrought apart, and afterwards Sod- 
dered or made faſt thereto in finiſhing 
the ſame, 
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The reaſon tor ſetting the Worker s 
Mark o# every part of the York, is to 


take away all colour of excuſe from 


the maker of falſe work, who might 
otherwiſe crafttily pretend that the 
part marked by him was good Silver 
or Gold, and (the unmarked part be- 
ing bad) that the bad was added by 
ſome body elſe fince the Plate: went 
out of his hand. | 


Every Worker aforeſaid is not only 


. obliged to enter his Mark on the Table 


aforeſaid, But according to the Com- 
panies By-Law tor that purpoſe, 1s at 
the {ame time to enter 1n a Book (kept 
tor that purpoſe 1n the Zfay-Office) the 
place of his habitation ; and it he re- 
move to any other place, then to en- 
ter the ſame allo in the Book afore- 
{aid, ſo that their habitations may be 
always known to the Wardens of the 
Cratt. 


The Reaſon is, for that if at any time 
any Gold or Silver Wares be tound to 
be of worſe Allay then they ſhould be, 
the Worker (by his Mark ſet thereon) 

although 


M -@ .> 2 Lo » 
EX. dee, IO 


», 9» 


[> - and Siivdr Wares. 23 


although he may notbe known tothe 
party grieved, yet by application to 
the Company, and by their comparing 
the Mark on the Work, to the Marks 
on their Table, may thereby be pre- 
{ently diicovered. 


Every Worker dwelling in the City 
of 7ondon, and Three miles eompais of 
the ſame City, and alto rthole in other 
= whole Marks are not {0 made 

nown, accordihg- to the atoreiaid 
Statutes, fuch Marks are deemed.no 
Marks, and the making and ſelling 
Gold 'or Silver work whercon ſuch 
fraudulent Marks are fet, is as puniſh- 
able as the working and felling Gold 
or Silver work that is worle than Stan- 
dard as aforeſaid. 


And it the Companies Marks,or the 
Workers Marks that are made known 
to the Surveyers or Wardens as zfore- 
ſaid, ſhould be counterfeited on .any 
Gold or Slver work, by any ways or 
means whatſoever, the Counterfeiter 
thereof is puniſhable for every ſuch 
offence, by Indictment, and Fine to the 

C4 Kang, 
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' King, and ſometimes (as the Offence 
may be circumſtantiated) by the P1l- 
lory ; after which the Company or 
Party whoſe Marks are Counterfeited, 
may bring their Action againſt the 


Offender, and recover the damage 
| {uſtained. 


Our Law-Makers (as 1 conceive) did 
think the thus ſetting the Marks on 
the VVork, to be the jecureſt way to 
prevent Fraud in this kind ; for it it 
would not deter from the working 
and lelling Courle Silver and Gold 
Wares, yet would it be a {ure way to 
find out the Offenders, and to have _ 
the injured righted : But if the Marks 
might be omitted.and the work ſhould 
pals but 1nto a third Owner's hands, 
tor the moſt part it would be impoſh- 
ble todiſcern one man's VVork from | 
another, by reaſon that divers workers 
make all ſorts of VVork in ſhape ſo 
neer alike. | 1: 10Le 


q 


# 


* #8» 
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To which I an{wer. 


That where a Statute commands a 
thing to be done, if the ſame be omit- 
ted, 1t 1s a contempt of that Law, 
and puniſhable, : eſpecially in this caſe 
where 1t may be conſidered, That al- 
though 1t be not a direc deceit, yet to 
omit the marking good Silver work, 
is of 11] example, and opens a door to 
deceit: for the permitting a worker 
to omit the {ſetting his Mark or the 
Companies Marks on his good work, 


15 to encourage him at another time 


to work Courle Gold or Silver, fince 
by ſuch omiflion the Maker and Seller 
thereot will thereby remain undiſco- 
vered, and {0 avoid making fitisfacti- 
on tor his deceipt. 


For the Diſcovery of falſe Gold and 
Silver from that which is good, and 
to know the true value thereof, the 

manner 


25 

Ir is queried: by ſome , Yhether the - 
omitting to mark Silver Fork 
that is Sterling, be puniſhable by 
Law, it being no poſitive decelt ? 


28 


Rata) all 
A Touchſtone ko2 Gold 
manner is this; The Aﬀay-Maſter puts 
a ſmall quantity of the Silver upon 
tryal in the fire, and then taking the 
{ame out again, he with his exact 


Scales that will turn with the weight 
of the hundredth part of a Grain, com- 


' Putes and reports the goodnels or the 


badneſs of the Gold or Silver. 


In this Office are kept the Tools to 
ſtrike the Companies Marks , which 
ought to be done clear and vilible on 
ſuch Work that is Standard, and 
what is worle ought to be broken and 
defaced, whereby Thouſands of Qun- 
ces of detective Silver yearly recetves 
eXecution : whence it may be interred, 
That if ſo many pieces of Plate atid 
Silver Work (that are brought to re- 
ceive the Companies, Marks) be bro< 
Een and defaced, which were not ſu- 
ſpected by the Ownzr, then ſurely the 
Silver VVork never deſigned to be 
brought to be Aﬀayed and Marked, 
much more deſerves to be ſo ſerved, 


The fad Company hath now ap- 
pointed only Three. dayes in every 
Hy Week 


| 
. 
| 
; 
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and Silver Wares, 
Week, (to wit) 7 eſaayes, T hurſdayes, 
and Saturdayes, (formerly every work= 
ing day) to aflay and mark the Silver 
Work ; And all perſons workers in 
Gold and Silver Works 1a the City of 
Zondon, and Three miles of the ſame 
City, are now (as by Law they ought 
to be) allowed to receive the Compa- 
nies Marks on their Work ; and in 
caſe of the Workers neglect therein, 
the Wardens are to inforce the fame 
by going often on their Search, and 
break and detace all Gold and Silver 
Works finiſh'd and expoled to ſale 
(among all Workers or Traders there- 


in) that are not marked according to 


Law : Or at leaſtwife where the S1l- 
ver is Sterling, to Fine the Offender 
for ſuch his unlawful neglect. 


In the afore recited Statute of the 
28 Ea.x. Cap.20. it 1s Enacted, That 
no manner of QUeſſel of Stfver depart 
out of the hands of the TUozkers, un- 
til it be Aﬀſayed by the Wardens of 
the Craft ; And fiirxther, That it be 
marked with the Leopards-Ipean, And 


1a the afore recited Statute of ary 


. 
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2d. of Henry the 6th, Chap. 14. 1t 15 
Enacted, Tyat no Goldſinirh noz Jew- 
elier, no2 ain» other that wozketh Par- 
neſs.of Stiver, (hail ſet any of the 
{ame to (ale within the City of Lon- 
/ don, befoze that it be Touches with 

. the Touch, and alls with the Dark 02 

Sign of the Uokman of the idine, 


For the underſtanding of which, 1t 
is to be knov-n, That all manner, ot 
Silver Work made to hold any: liquid. 
or other matter, is ro be comprehend- 
ed under and called by the general 
name of Veſſels, although in the partt- 
culars, they are called by teveral other 
names ; As the Coyn of this Kingdom 
is called by the general term of Mo- 
ney, butin the particular parts there- 
of are called by ſeveral other names, 
as, Pence, Shullings, &c. | 


Under the title or termof Harneſy, 
(in the ſaid Statute) 1s included all 
kind of Furniture for defence of Man 
and Horſes againtt the. Enemy, as 
Swords, Buckles for Belts,Girdles, and 


ſuch like ; and alſo allpther mage 
"1 


., andSilveo Wares. 


of wearing Inſtruments for Warr ; 
which term of Harneſs, (inthe ſame 
{1gnificarion as we take it, by the Opi- 
nion of the beſt Expoſitors) 15 men- 
tioned 2 Chron.9. 24. Jer. 46.4. £xod, 
I3, 18, 


And that Hilts tor Swords are com- 
prehended under the term-of Harneſs, 
as well as Buckles for Belts or Girdles, 
which may be collected by the Sratures 
5 Hen, 4.13. 3 £4.4.4. 1 Rich. 3.12. 
And 5 #1iz.7. thoſe Buckles are there 
called Harne(s, they being a material 
part of Girdles or Belts, and neceſſary 
to compleat the ſame for Martial AQti- 
ons whereunto they are properly de- 
ſigned. And a Girdle or Belt being of 
no ule to that end without a Sword 
to be worn in the ſame, and the Hilt 
;being the chief defenſive. part of that 
Weapon, the ſame muſt confequently 
be included under the term of Har-. 
neſs. 

Which granted, it muſt be con- 
cluded, That all Hilts-of Silver, and 
Buckles of Silver for Girdles or Belts, 
CC. (being comprehended under the 
term 


.-- 
-- 
= i 
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term of Harneſs) are by the recited 
Statute of 2. Hep. 6. Cap. 14. to be 
touched with the Touch, (that 1s) A\- 
fay'd and Marked by the Wardens of 
the Goldſmiths. _ 

Note, Their ſo doing was antiently 
called the Zoxch, and the Wardens 
that are to make the Aﬀays and mark 
the Silver, are now called the Toxch- 
FYardens, 


By all which 'tis manifeſt, That alt | 
Silver Hilts for Swords, and Silver 
Buckles for Girdles or Belts, are nor 
only to be of the finenels of Sterling, 
but alſo Aﬀay'd'and Marked by the 
Wardens of the Goldſmiths before 
they be expofed to ſale, upon pain of 
forteiting double the value thergof, | 


From which Iinfer, (that the afore 
recited Statutes poſitively appointing 
all-Veſſels and Harneſs of Silver to be 1 
marked with the Companies :Marks) 
The Wardens would have done well, 
if (as touching Veſſels and Harneſs) 
they had omitted theſe Ambiguous 
words in their late Precept ( hereafter 

: inſerted) 


| 
\ 
7 
; 


WIS TIS... - BE TH FHOTS” 


. -» and Silver Wares. 
inſerted) (viz.) if the ſaid (Wozks will 
convententiy bear the ſame; When in 
truth all the faid Works can and muſt 
bear the fame. GOL Nr 


Therefore I conclude, That, if the 


Wardens of the Goldſmiths ſhall be . 


Temils, in, compelling all Workers of 
Veſſels, and all Workers of Hilts for 
Swords, Buckles, and other Harnels of 
Silver in the City of Zozdoz, and three 
miles oft the ſame, to bring the fame 
Works to receive their Mark 

ſaid, it will be great Imprudence in 
them to lay themſelves by ſuch neg- 
les open to the Law, when fo ſmall 
induſtry will prevent it. 2 


In the Statute of the 2d. of Henry | 


the 6th, Chap. 14. it is Enacted, That 
Sodder (hall be allowed for the making 
up all Silver Wares(to wit) (0 much as 


_ ts neceſſary foz wozkfng the (aing, For 
the Explaining thjs word (Necefſaty,) 


ſee the Statute, of 18 Zbz, 15. there- 
by the ſame quantity of Sodder is ap- 
pointed again & further Enacted; That 
ng Stlver Work ſhaſl be woyle in = 


$45 afore- 


2T 


—  —— _— — — — 


: 
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neſs then that of Eleven Ounces two 
penhy., werght ; This is to be _under- 
ſtood of all the parts thereof, belides 
the Sodder, for when all the Work 1s 
melted together, (that is) the ſoddered 
places with the relt, it will be worſe 
then that Allay , by ſo much as the 
Sodder 1s worlethan Standard , there- 
fore the lame Statutes though darkly, 
yet by a neceſſary Implication, limits 
the quantity of Sodder that ſhall be 
allowed for all Wares to a penny- 
worth in the Ounce, or a four penny 
Weight in the Pound, | by this Clauſe, 
102 take above the rate of twelve pence 
fo2 ebery pound weight (chat 15, one 
pennyworth in'every ounce) of Plate 
027Uares ofStlverbelides the fathiott, 
moze then the buyer ſhall oz_ may, be 
allowed fo2 the ſame at the Queens 
Exchange 02 Yint. (That is) . 


_ If any Silver Work being melted, 
(with the Sodder thereof together) 
and it be more than rhe value of one 
pennyworth in the Ounce, -or four 
penny weight in the PoundTroy worſe 
than Sterling, it 1s not to be alloweo: , 


wh AA oa © ww was - A oO — wy &” wo ————— wa 


$3 m4 
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., and Silver {{Ulares, 


And therefore if ſuch have only 
the Makers mark thereon, the maker 


- Incurs the penalty of paying the value 


of the whole work ; and if the ſame be 
allowed and marked by the Company, 
they are to make ſatisfaction to the 
party grieved. 


In the Statutes afore recited, the 
term, Goldſmith, is frequently uſed, for 
the underitanding whereof it is to be 
known, that the working of Gold or 
Silver either by a private workman, or 
by the Maſter $hop-keeper , or his 
delivering out Gold or Silver to his 
Servants, or Workmen to be wrought 
into any ſort of Work or Ware, either 
by Melting, Filing or Hammering, Or 
every of them, 15, or may (according 
to antlent uſage, and the intent of the 


_ afore recited Statutes) be deemed and 


taken |to be the Trade of the Gold- 
ſmiths. Fin 


And every Perlon having ſerved 
Seven Years Apprentiſhip, or as an Ap- 
prentice (toany Perſon that did before 


and during the faid term follow the 
, 2D Said 
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faid Trade'as aforeſaid ) is and may 
properly be called a Goldſmith, and 
juch perſons and their Apprentices 


(and none other) may lawfully follow 
or exerciſe the fame ; Stat. 5 £7z.chap. 


Every worker of Gold or Silver 
wares, asatoreſaid , 15 by the intent of 
the Law a Go/dſmith,which appears b 
the ſaid Statute 18 £/z. x5. which 
principally aimed at the reforming the 
abuſe of making and ſelling deceitful 
Gold and Silver work, For if the Ma- 
kers of thatStatute did not intend and 
conclude all workers of Gold and S1l- 
ver wares as aforeſaid,to be Goldſmiths, 
and all Workers andRetallers of deceit- 
ful Gold and Silver wares to be there- 
by puniſhable, that Statute ( which is 
the laſt made in that caſe ) would be 
ineffectual, and the abuſe it intended to 
reform , would notwithſtanding re- 
maine. 


'Toconclude,if any Perſon hath bought 
or received (of any worker or ſeller of 


Silver work) any kind of Silver wares 
ſuſpeted to be deceitful, the ſame 
Fr deceipt 


od 
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deceipt may be known without doing 
prejudice to the work, by rubbing the 
Plate in ſome place leaſt 1n ſight, with 
a File of indifferent fineneſs, and if it 
be worlſe then Starling it will appear 
Yellowith, orelſe file it a little, and rub 
the Place filed on ia cleane Touch- 

| ſtone, and cloſe by it rub theedge of a 

good Halt-Crown-piece or ſuch like 

| thick money,and the difterence, if any, 

| willappear. : 

| The reaſon that I dire& the fi- 

| ling the Work is this (to wit) thac 

| the Artificial boiling of courſe Silver 

| work, will ſo earordiffolve the Allay 

that 15 on the ſurface or outſide there- 

of, that wnleſs it be filed as aboveſaid, 

it will Touch on the Touch-ſtone fix 

| Ppenceoreight pence 1n the ounce bet- 

| ter thenit1s. 

| * Mote further, That to know a good 

| Touch-{tone, you muſt obſerve, That 

the beſt fort are very black, and of 2 7, 

| yinegrain, poliſhed very ſmooth, and flones are 

{ without any ſpungy or grain-holes, May 

| Andnear the hardneſs of a Flint, but 19--mong-. 

yet with ſuch a ſharp cutting greet, 7-10 
D 2 that Lo1don, 
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that it will cut or wear the Siiver or 
Gold when rubbed-thereon, 


The way to mal:e a true Touch on 
the Touch-ſtone, is thus , When your 
Touch-ſtone is very clean, which it 
foul or folly, it may be taken oft, by . 

þ weiting it, and then rubbing it dry 
with a clean Woollen Cloth ; or it 
fll'd with Touches of Gold or Silver, 
&c. it may be taken off by rubbing the {| 
Touch-{tone with a pumice-ſtone in | 
water, and it will make it very clean; | 
then (your Silver being filed as above- 
ja1d) rub ut ſteadily and very hard on 
the ſtone, not ſpreading your Touch 
above a quarter of an inch long, and 
no broader than the thickaet a 
Five-(hilling-piece of Silver ; And {ſo 
continue rubbing it until the place of 
the ſtone whereon you rub, be like the 
4 Metal it ſelf: And when every fort is | 
: Tubbed on, that you jntend at. that | 
time, wet all the touch't places with 
your Tongue, and it; will ſhew it ſelf in 
its OWN COUNteNance. 


kt 
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*- - and Silver Wares. 
If it appear by theſe wayes to be 


worle than Standerd, you may carry 


or ſend it to the Goldlmiths /pay-Of- 
fice atorelaid , and upon your deſire, 


the Officers there will make an aſſay 


of the ſame, and give you a true re- 
porr of the value thereof in writing, 
and return the Ware(and S1i'vcr taken 
oft for the Aſſay) to you again,no more 
defaced than what 1s done by the {cra- 
ping of the Silver tor the alfay. 


But if you are minded to keep the 


matter more concealed, VOuU may Ar- 


tificially cut or {crape between 18 or 
24 grains from {ome one parc, or from 
all the parts of the work (except rhe 
ſoddered places) ( for lefs in weight 
than between 18 and 24 grains 1s not 
ſufficient for an aſſay) Then 1n a piece 


of paper of about 6 inches. long, and 


4 inches broad, At the one end write 
down the Owners name, and the day 
of the Month and. Year ; and at the 


. other end put the cuttings or {crapings 


of Silver 1n a fold, turning in the cor- 
ners once, to prevent the thedding the 


Silver, and ſo fold upall the paper to 
$2 tie 


oy 
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the name fo written, on the top as 
aforeſaid. The manner and form for 
folding up the ſaid Paper, and of the 
Aſſay-Maſter's Entry of his report in 
ſuch Paper.,is here preſented by a Cop- 
per Cut. | 


a dC. a. tt... 
CRT. - 


TH * HET 8 
PA Ihe IT By 


Here place the Copper Cut, 


_ "M - DS. Rag ws. 


Then carry or ſend it to the Gold. | 
ſmiths Aſſay-Office as aforeſaid(which | 
is now on the South part of their Hall | 
in Fofter-Lane, Zondon) on'any of the | 
Afay-days atorelaid, before the hour | 
of 91n the morning, and leave it with 
the Aſlay-Maſter or his Servant, and {| 
at 4 of the Clock in the Afternoon the | 
ſame day it will be done, and by call- 
ing there for the Aſay, by the name in 
the Paper, it will be delivered, upon 
the payment of 2 4, which is the accu- 
"Ig Fee for the making of an Af- 
lay. FH 


In which Paper the Aﬀay Maſter 
will 
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. aud Silver Wares. 
will enter his report thereof in writing 
in manaer followipg, 


If it be Sterling or Standard, 
' hewill write - '$ yr | 


—_—— 


If it: be a half-penny 
__ weight worle, he /Vorſe ob. 
_ wil wrte—-— 
TC: ; awt 
If it be a penny weight Rana 
_ work; he will write © or L 


and half worſe, he Þ /Forſe j 09. 


It it be a penny weight dwt. 
wall write, —— : 


If it be Two penny Rey” 
weight worle, he C/7of 1} 
wall write,— TM" 


(+. 
'And ſo proceeding higher, 


. 


It it be Ten penny ant, 
Tore © 


weight worſe, he 
will write, ——— 


D 4 It 


gn 
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Tfit be Ten penny | awt, 
weight and a half 
worſe, he will 7 merge 's «< 
write, - ——— j 4Þ 
: ant. 
If it beEleven pen-.> "Fi 
ny weight worſe worſe [s/ 
he will write, ——. 
If it be Eleven " dwt. 7 
penny weight || db, | 
& a half worſe - Worſe Of ; 
he will write, j 58” 


Ando proceeding higher. 


It it bean Ounce- 
worle he will 
we} +—- 


If it be an Ounce? f | 


and a half penny | wal 
weight worſe, he : "2 " 
will write, —— 1 


Worſe 3 


It 


CUBL ME i; 


9 Ot OO. Meatrn vo Po EN TN. 
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It it be an Oun. ? ® 


and 9g penny |. 
weight worle Horſe | 


he will write, j 


awt. 
"Pe 


It it be an ? 


Ounce & 8) $ an, 


19 penny « 7porſe } lv 


wt.worle | 


he will 
WwTIte, — } 


And fo procceding higher according 


as he finds the Silver courler, and with 


Numeral Letters ſetting down what 


"cis worle then Starling or Standard. 
And it muſt be obſerved , what- 
ever weight he ſets down, 1t 15 to be 
accounted {o much 1n every pound or 
twelve Ounces Troy, and comes to this 
effe& ( viz ) that for every twenty 
penny weight, or ounce Troy,that tis 
reported worſe than Standard, you 


muſt account fix pence, and ſo propor- 


tionable for more or leis ; tor ſo much 
it will coſt for every ounce of ſuch 
courſe Silver to make 1t of Starling 
goodnels, or to change it for Starling. 
1 When 


41 


Note, That 
[ dwt ] fig- 
nifies penny 
weight, 


and 


ſgmfies 
Ounce, 


gee more 
Examples 
of Allays 
of Silver, 
and the ya- $ 
lue thereof .. : 
caſt up, HF. g 
the Cata- v 
logue of 
Forraign 
Coyns, at : 
the latter 
end infert- 
ed. 
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When. you have ſo done, and your 

Silver þting found atid reported wore 

then Starling, you may make your 

complaint to the Maſter Warden of 

the Goldſmiths, he will caule the of- 

fender (living 1n or about Zoxaorn)to be 

Summoned to. appear at the next 

Court of the ſaid Company, and upon 

evidence of the Fact, the Wardens will 

(being obliged thereto by Law ) pro- 

cure you recompence, and puniſh the 

oftender, they having promiled ſo to 
do 1n their late Precept hereafter in- 

ſerted. Alt Wil + 

If you diflike that way of proceed- 

ing, you may go by way of Action of 
Debt, Bill, Plaint, or Information, at | 
the ſuit of the party grieved, who may | 
ſue in any of the Courts of Record at | 
HYeſtminſter, and thereby recover the | 
value of the whole deceitful or adul- 
terated Wares, together with his */ 
charges, according to the ſaid Statute {| 
of 18 £l1z. 


Fe. ron AT: 1-45 AAR” of 2-— eo re ware - wan 5 9 OR 
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—_—_—— 


There are allo other ways of pro- _ 
cceding in theſe caſes, as the afore © 


mentioned Statutes do plainly dire. 
| And 


 - and Silver Wares. 
And that the perſons agrieved may 
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| be the better incouraged to proceed 


for their recompence,and to puniſh the 
offenders, I have here inſerted a true. 
Coppy of an Indictment in Latin, and 
the {ame rendred into Engliſh, taken 
out of the Original (now remaining of 
Record in the Crown-Office) that was 
preferred ( in 7 7inity Term, in the 28 
year of the Reign of King Charles the 


Second &c.) betore the Grand-Jury of 


Enquelt ( attending the A7zgs-Bench 
Court at /Veſtminſter ) againſt a Per- 
ſon-oftender in the premuſſes ; which 
Pill (being drawn up, and this way of 
proceeding contrived by the advice of 
ſeveral Counſel learned in the Law) 
may ſerve ( with ſome little variations, 
as occaſion may be) for a good pre- 
ſident 1n the like Caffs; 


Per . 
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Per Jud Trin' xxvi1j. 
Car' Secund1 Regis. 


Midd'fl. JAE Pp O1t3 

_ » Rege (uper 
Zactim fuun prcſen- 
tant qd A, B, nup ve 
paroch Sce M. 1m 
Com Pd Aurifabar 
Gut enitcat, fuit tn arte 
Auritabzozwm ac ptres 
Annos & amplits jam 
ult' elaps candem ar: 
tem apud 3aroch' ped 
tt Conr p2enin' excr- 
cllit ac Þ totum iden 
tempus 16m fit liber 
homo Mitrerty Aurifa- 
b0fi3tvitat London! 
_ Acquampliurima Caſa 
> a! res Cr argento 
confea” p2ctextu artis 


— 


A Torch ſtone fo? Gold 


WO —_—— 


Midd' is." He Jury 


for © OUr. 


Soveraign Lord the 


' King upon their Oath 


do prelent, That Z.P. 
late of the Pariſh of 
St. 7artin 1n theFields 
in the County atore- 
{a1d, Gold[mith, who 


-was brought up 10 the 
Trade of a Gold{mith, 


And for three years 


and more now laſt 
paſt hath exerciſed the 


{ame Trade within the 


Pariſh aforeſaid 1n the 


- County aforeſaid, And 


ſite p2eDtb'm fecit 4 fie. 
ect. caulavit ac divels |. 


[igeis dictitDnt Regs 
nhunc thidein Clendidit 


# Cenditioni cxpoſute. 


for all that time there, 
was 4 Freeman of the 
Myſtery oiGold{miths 
of the City of Zonavsn, 
And there by colour 
of his ſaid Trade made 
4nd cauſed to be made 

il 


| - "and Silver Wares. 
| Acqd idem AB. bene 
{ Iciens Ab chima Aala 


4 at res cr argento 


confece 4 p homines. 


Diftert] Aurifabzoznum 


{ Civitaf London vents 
Dittont export et erpo- 


tend infra Civitaf pd 
t alibt dcbent fiert 
undequaq [ Anglice 
wholly] de bono & ve- 
ro Argento concozvaſi 
cuin Dtandard' Sauci 
dici Oomint Regie et 
aut venditionem £eo- 
riundein debeant aſlat- 
art [Anglice be aſlay- 
ed] & {ignart[Anglice 
marked] cum Jniign 
[Anglice the mark } 
Capitis JIardf [ An- 
glice voc the Leopards 
HeadJper Cuſtod Mt: 
ſtertz Aurifab)z0207 Ci- 
vitdt London' Quib? 
Cuſtod Inſight ii} ad 
ſignand Uaſa 4 al res 
de Auro & Argento 


| —— err Rr - 


and there 


4) 
very many Veſlels and 
other things of Silver, 
Pd and ex- 
poled to ſale to divers 
liegePeople of our {aid 
Soveraign Lord the 
King that now is;And 
that the ſaid LB. well 
knowing that all Vel- 
ſels and other things 
made of Silver, and 
expoſed and let to ſale 
by men of the Myſtery 
of Gold{miths of the 
City of Zondon within 
the City aforeſaid and 
elſewhere, ought to 
be made wholly of 
good and trueSilver a- 
greeing with the Stan- 
dard of the Exche- 
quer of our ſaid Sove- 
raign Lord the Kang ; 
And ought before the 
ſale thereof to be al- 
layed and marked by 
the Wardens of the 
Myſtery otGold{miths 


C0lt- 
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Concozdait ecainStan- 
pard p2evicto confecf 
ante commven vendt- 
conem {egtttume cre 
Ditur Jvem tame 
A. B. exiſtens perſona 
male & in honeſte dil- 
polition's ac macht, 
nans nequif & fratudtt- 
lenf intendens ligeos 
> (ubdif vici Oomint 
Reg's nunc faiſo tiit- 
cite deceptive callive 
> fubdole deciprre & 
befranuvare & leges hit: 


jus Regni Angt (ub-. 


vertere viceſimo - p2t- 
mo dfe Januarij Anno 
Regut Domini notirt 
Carol Secundi Oet 
Ojatta Ang” SLcor 
Feanc &4 Hiberft Rc- 
gis Fidef Defenfo)is 
EC. Giceſimoſeptimo 
apud Paroch' Ste M. 
in Com p?2eZ ſeragin? 
fibul cinrulat T tt 
golice coif vocot draw 


& 
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of the City of Zondor 
with the mark of the 
Zeopards Head; which 
Wardens are lawfully 
entruſted with the 
Mark to mark Veſlels 


and other things made 


of Gold and Silver 
agreeing with the 
Standard aforeſaid be- 
fore. the ſale thereof: 
Nevertheleſs the faid 
A.B. being a perſon of 
4n evil and diſhoneft 
diſpolition, and evilly 


deyiling and fraudu- | 


lently intending the 
Liege People and Sub- 


Jects of our laid Sove- 


raign Lord the King 
thar now 1s, falſly, un- 
lawfully, deceitfully, 
craftily and fubtilly to 
deceive and defraud, 
and to fubvert the 
Laws of this Kingdom 
of Fnglazd,On the one 
and rwenticth day of 

Girdlz 


| 
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Girdle Buckles] t c&0 
fibu? Calcear coif 
Shooe Buckles de imt- 
piro þ viltozt Argento 
quam debet cite de at- 
gent wie concozdan 
cum Standard. Þvico 
bidelt octovectim Oe- 
nat in qualibet| Uncta 
inde Ulittonm quam 
Argent ctim ſfanvarHd 
p2edicts concozdcnt fal- 
ſo fraudulent & ſctenf 
confecf & fabricavit 
Ac illa fic confect & 
tabzicat ante aliquam 
Aſlataconem ſeu ſigna- 
conem £ommmnem per 
Cuſfod Yiſterij Aurt- 
fab2o2umCtivitat Lon- 
don” p2eh fett eoum 
altcrius poſtea (ctitcet 
dco viceſimop2imo die 
Jantiartj Anno regnt 
dicti Domini Regis 
nunc viceſſmoſeptimo 
(upzavico apud Pa- 
rocl fancte M.in Com 


January, 1n the Se- 
ven and twentieth . 
year of the Reign of 
our Soveraign Lord 
Charles the Second, by 
the Grace of God 
of England, Scotland, 
France and ZU/reland 
King, Defender of the 
Faith,c#c. at the Pariſh 
of St. Martin 1n the 
Fields in the County 
aforeſaid, falſely, frau- 
dulently, and know - 
ingly.,did make and fa- 
ſhion Threeſcore draw 
Girdle Buckles, and 
cight Shooe Buckles 
of impure and baſer 
Silver than it ought 
to be, not agreeing 
with the Silver of the 
Standard aforeſaid, 
that is to ſay,Eighteen 
pence 1n every Ounce 
thereof worler than 
the Silver agreeing 
with the Standard a- 
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p2edict Lit LOS CO At- 
gento UNDEequUac Con- 


. tec} de bono & vero 


Argento concozdant cli 


Standard pzedicto fal- 


{0 i{lictte deceptive 4 
fraudulent venditiont 
erpoſutt ac divers it- 


gefS dicti Domini Re-.| 


gifs nunc Fur predictis 
ignot adtunc © biden 
vendicont expoſttit «4 
vendidit ft contempt 
dic Oomtnt Regis 
nunc legiimcs (uarum 
Ad grave dampinin & 


manifeſfatn dperepco- 


nei kigeozum p2ebict 
qut hujuſmovt fibulas 
cingular & fibu! Cal- 
cear einer Jn ma{iun 
Eremplium oniyuiyunm 
aliozum fn confit{ caſu 
delfnquen ac contra 
pacem vci Oni Regis 
nunc Cowon #4 Digit- 


taf (uas t#c. 


foreſfaid, And thoſe 
things lo made and 
faſhioned betore any 
aſlay, or. mark of the 
{ame by the Wardens 
of theMyſtery of Gold- 
ſmiths of the City of 
Zoadon aforeſaid , or 
either of them, Atter- 
wards, that 1s to ſay, 
on the ſame One and 
twentieth day of Ja- 


zuary, 1n the atorelaid 


Seven and twentieth 
year of the Ruga of 
our laid Soveraign the 
King that now 1s, at 
the Pariſh of St. May- 
#4 1n the Fields in 44 
County atorclaid , 
things made w holly 
of 500d and true Sil- 
ver agreeing with the 
Standard aforeſaid , 
talflely , unlawfully , 
deceitfully, and frau- 
dulently expoſed ro 
ale {AA then and 


raere. 


there expoſed to ſale and fold to divers 
Liege People of our ſaid Soveraign 
Lord the King that now is, unknown 
| to the Jury atoreſaid, In contempt of 
our ſaid Soveraign Lord the King that 
| now 1s, andof his Laws, To the great 
| damageand manifeſt deceit of the (aid 
' Liege People who bought the ſaid 
draw-Girdles-Buckles , and Shooe- 
Buckles; to the evil Example of all 
others offending in the like caſe, 
Againſt the Peace of our ſaid Sove- 
raign Lord the King that now 1s, his 
Crown and Dignity, | 


a - PEI 
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- And ſince theſe/Dire&tions are (o 
plain, 'tis pity but he. ſhould be cheat- - 
ed that will not uſe them\for preven- 
tion, or to get recompence when de- 
ceived. IR - 


And my further Advice is, That 
every perſon be careful to buy no Sil- 
ver Work but what is marked as the 
Laws require , and if that proves 
naught, recompence'is eaſily had, ei- 

\  therof the Company (if marked with 
| - their Marks, which (by reaſon of the 
| wa E care 
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care taken therein) are not fer on S1l- 
ver, worſe than Standard, in thecom- 
pals of my ang Zn ve or the Maker 
or Seller by his Mark will be eaſily 
tound out whereby to obtain recom- 
pence of him. 


And in caſe of haſte, where the 
Buyer cannot ſtay for the Companies 
Marks, I adviſe him to take care that 
he know the Workman to be able and 
honeſt, and his Mark upon every part 
of the Work that is wrought aſunder, 


and afterwards ſoddered together as 


. 


aforeſaid. 


tt is queried by ſome, Hhether it be 
Lawful for a Goldſmith to work 
Gold or Silver, that is worſe thar 
Stanaard, if it be brought by the per- 
ſon, that us to receive it again, when 
wrought up into ares . or to work 
2 when "tis beſpoke ſo to be, by the 


perſon that will recevve it when [0 


made up ? 


«+. 1 »* a 
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.. and Silvet (Uares. 


To which I anſwer by way of Cau:» 
tion and Advice, 


That it 1s poſitively againſt the 
the Laws atfore recited to work Silver 
or Gold, that is worle than Standard, 
into any ſort of Work under any pre- 
tence or colour whatſoever , and all 
luch Wares be utterly unlawful, al- 
though the Worker do receive courle 
Silver to work for another. or receive 
but the juſt value thereof; yet if it be 
{old or bartered to others, and happen 
to be queſtioned, both the Maker and 
Seller will be hable,and may be puniſh- 
ed as the Laws appoint. 


The beſt Excule that can be made in 


theſe cafes is, That ſuch courſe Work 
is for the bringers or beſpeakers own 
wearing : If that be true, the danger 1s 
the leſs, becauſe the Worker lyes open 
only to one ; But his' Wildome would 
be the greater, not to lay himſelf open 


toany. 


Upon what 1s here declared. It 1s 
Yb "RY | hoped 


51 
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hoped no perſon will (uffer themſelves 
to be deluded with the pretences of 


the Seller of unmarked and ſuſpected 
SuUver Work, (t zz.) 


That the Work will not bear the 
Marks as betore 15 mentioned ; for *tis 
manite{t and well known by great ex- 
Pcrience, Thatall Silver Works com- 
pretended under the name of /eſſels, 
and under the name of Harzeſs, (Hilts 
tor Swords and Buckles being inclu- 
ded under that denomination )- wall 
bear the Marks appeinted with as 
much conveniency as need to be deſi- 
red,for the Veſſels are generally mark- 
ed with the bigger Marks atoreſaid 
without - exception ; and for Silver 
Hilts and Buckles, (wherein the difh- 
culty 1s ſuppoſed to lie) they have 
ſmallMarks made on purpole for them, 
and the Work being firſt marked by 
the Worker with marks of Ink thus 
(0) onevery place where the Work- 
man thinks 1t moſt convenient to bear 
the Companies Marks ; And the hol- 
low Work being filled with Lead, 
(which 15 afterwards to be melted out 

| again) 


| F* ” __ 
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again) the Wardens will,or may, ſome 
on the Anvil, and ſome on other Lead 
which 1s put into a Vice for that pur- 
poſe, ſtrike their Marks on thoſe pla- 
ces, both of wrought and plain Work, 
without defacing or hurting the 
ſame. 
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| Nor needany perſon be deluded by 
pretence that the Workmen have not 
time to get it marked at Goldſmiths 
Hall, when it the Work be carried to 
the Office on any of the Aſſay dayes 
aforeſaid, before the hour of Nine in 
the Morning, they may (if it be good 
Silver) have it out ready marked ar 4. 
of the Clock in the Afternoon the 
{ame day. 
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Or by pretence that the Work will 
be {o abuſed by the ſtriking thereon 
| the Companies Marks, that it cannot 
be finiſhed Workman-like ; which in- 
deed is one principal Excule for not 
bringing ther Work to receive the 
Companies Marks, 


Neither let the ſuppoſition that the 
E '3 Servants 


ft [6 | 
A Toich-ſtone fo2 Hold 


Servants of the Company's Officers 
will abuſe the Bringer or Owner of 
the Work either in ward or demea- 
nour (though ſome haye heretofore 


| been too rude and malipert) deter any 


from bringing their Works for the 
Company's Marks , for certain 1t 15, 
the Wardens will not allow but e- 
vercely reprehend their Officers and 
Servants that ſhall abuſe any perſon or 
Work whatloever.. 


And if the Wardens refuſe to ſet 
their Marks, or not ſet them as they 
ought ; or it they (or their Officers or 
Servants) ſhall do any damage to the 
Work by ſtriking the marks,an Aion 
well lyes againſt them ; and they are 
belides by Law otherwiſe puniſhable 
and compellable to ſtrike their Marks 
as Workman-like on the Work , as 
the Maker ſtrikes his own mark there- 
ON. | x 
Nor let the Buyer ſufteg himſelf to 
be deluded at any time upon pretence 
that Standard Gold or Silver 1s too 
ſoft, and not fo ſerviceable as that 
which 1s courſer ; 'For that pretence is 

- vain, 
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vain, and 'tis well known by great ex- 
perience , That both Gold and Sil- 
ver of the Standard: goodneſs well 
wrought, into any forts of Wares, is 
in every reſpe& better and more {er- 
viceable than a courler allay, which 
moſt times by reaſon of the adultera- 
tion, is found in the wearing not onely 
of a braſſy complexion, but very brir- 
tle and rotten. 


Neither let the pretence of the Sel- 
ler of adulterated Wares delude you, 
(viz.) That he abates as much in the 
faſhion as the Silver 1s allayd worſe 
than Standard ; when 'tis well known, 
that moſt times for every 6 d.he abates 
in the faſhion of ſuch courle Silver 
Work, he gains 1 s. 64. or 2 5, or more 
by the allay in ſuch Work. 


Or by his promiſe, That he will at 
any time allow five ſhillings the Ounce 
for the ſilver again, though it be. bro- 
ken topieces : For by experience 1t 1s 
evident, That very tew Silver Wares 
come again to be ſold to the ſame 


hand, many being either kept to poſte- 
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rity , or transferred by gift ; and if 
neceſlity induce a fale, it 1s moft com- 
monly .1n ſome place remote from the 
place where it. was bought, and then 
they muſt take what they can get for 
it ; which (if unmarked Wares) will 
not be more than 'tis worth, 


I haye made but little mention of 
GoldWares,and of the proviſion made, 
to prevent deceit therein, becaute 
Gold Wares are much leſs common 
than Silver Wares, I ſhall therefore 
only propoſe, That by the ſame ways 
and method, by which you make dil- 
covery of the goqdnels or badnels of 
Silver, you may allo make diſcove 
of the goodneis: or badneſs of Gold, 


and recoyer recompence if wronged, 


and puniſh the Offenders , only with 
this diflterence, / viz. ) That as the 
whiteſt Silver 1s the beſt, ſo the Gold 
of the deepeſt yellow 15 the beſt ; and 
the more the Gold inclining to a red 
or a pale yellow ., *tis ſo much the 


courler, 


And as the Aſſay-Maſter inhis re: 
$5 | - ports 
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ports of the goodneſs of Silver ſets it 
dow!® by halt-penny weights, and 
penny weights, and Ounces Troy, fo 
in his report of a Gold aſſay he ſets it 
down by Carracts and Carract-grains, 
and halt-grains, #6; | 


For the underſtanding of which 
you are to know, That five of the 
Troy grains makes a Carrect-grain, 
and four of fuch Carre&-grains makes 
one Carre&, and twenty and four of 
luch Carredts, makes one Ounce Troy. 


So that 1f Standard Gold be worth 
four pound the Ounce, for eyery car- 
rect he lets down 'tis worſe,you mult 
account that in the Ounce Troy *tts 
worſe by ſo many times 35.84, And 
for every grain he ſets down'*tis worle, 
you muſt account it worſe by ſo ma- 
ny times 11 9, in the Ounce Troy. And 
for every demy or half grain, 5 4. 06. 
for fo much it will coſt to make it of 


Standard goodnels, or to change it for 
Standard. 


The manner of the Paper for a Gold 
| aſlay, 


a Touch-ſtone fo2 Gold 
aſlay, and the Aſlay-Maſters report 


thereof 1s allo > aan in the Cop- 
per Cutt aforeſaid. 


And further you are to know, That 
twenty and two of the aforeſaid Car- 
rects of the fineſt Gold, and two Car- 
recs of fine Copper and Silver equal 
parts, makes an Ounce of Gold of the 
allay, appointed (by the Stat. of 18 of 
Zltz, 15. alore cited) to be the Stan- 
dard for all Gold Wares, (worſe 
than which allay no Wares are to be 
made, upon the penalty therein men- 
tioned,) 


And that 12 grains Troy is enough 
tor making an aſlay of Gold. 


But if any ſhall be dil-ſatisfyed with 
the aſſayings and reports of the Aſſay- 
Maſter of Gold{miths Hall, may have 
aſlayes made by His Majeſtie's {worn 
Aflay-Maſter of his Mint in the 7 ower 
of Zondop. 


Concerning Silver Work, made re- 
mote trom Zoxaey, I ſhall only inſert, 
£ that 


\, » 
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that it 15 to be obſerved, That by the 
firſt recited Statute,all the Goldſmiths 
in England, were appointed to bring 
all their Silver Work (comprehended 
under the name of Veſſels) to Zendon, 
to be there aſlayed. and marked with 
the Zeopards Head ; but the compel- 
ling thereof, under {uch great penal- 
ties as are therein mentioned, were 
tound to be a grievance : Therefore 
by the Statute of 2 ez. 6. 14. tor the 
better conventency of the Goldſmiths 
remote from Zoxaon, Seven places are ' 
appointed wherein ſuch Work ſhall 
be aſſayed and marked, ' (>7z.) 


York, Newcaſtle upon Tine, Lincoln, 
Norwich, Briſtow , Salizhury , and Co- 
Ventry, 


And as the Wardens of the Gold- 
{miths, Zondon, are to aflay and mark 
the Silver Work that is made in and 
about Zoxaon, and three miles of the 
{ame, or to procure an Artiſt to do the 
ſame, (for which they muſt aniwer) 
ſo, in every one of the aforeſaid Seven 
ſeveral places, the Chief Magittrate or 

GoveTr- 
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Governour is to aſſay and mark the 
Silver Work that is made therein, or 
to procure an Artiſt to do the ſame, 
(for which they muſt alſo anſwer, 


» Andinlike manner as every Maſter- 
worker inGoldſmithsW orks 1nZ9ndon, 
and 3. miles compals of the ſame,are to 
make their Marks known to the War- 
dens of the Goldſmiths, lo every Ma- 
ſter-Worker in Gold and Silver 1n eve- 
ry of the ſaid Seven Places, are to 
make their Marks known to the Sur- 
veyors there (that is) to the Chief Ma- 
viftrate of ſuch Place : But what the 
particular Marks that the re{pe@ive 
chief Governours of theſe Seven ſe- 
veral Places ſet on the Silver work, 1 
can give no certain accompt thereof. 


But this I can aſſert, That by rea- 
ton.the Marks of thoſe Places are little 
known, they bear as little credit, and 
therefore the Goldſmiths in remote pla- 
cesdo trequently fend up their Silver 
work to receive the Zondon Touch. 


'  #Here 
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Here followeth the Goldſmiths 


CHARTER rzruly renared into 
Engliſh from the Copy thereof taken 
rom the Record now remaining in 
the Chappel of the Rolls, ander the 
7Zitle Confirmation, Part the ſe- 
cond, Number the fourth Confirmed 
in the ſecond Tear of Kinz James. 


| rTAJZ KING to all whom &c. 
ſendeth Greeting. We have per- 
uſed and ſeen the Letters Patents of 
Confirmation of our Moſt Dear Siſter 
the Lady #lizabeth late Queen of 
£Zngiaxd, made in theſe words, Zliza- 
beth by the Grace of God of Zngland,. 
France and Zreland, Queen, Detender 
of the Faith, ec. To all to whom theſe 
preſent Letters Patents ſhall come, 

by: 3g 
We have peruſed the Letters Pa- 
tents of Confirmation of the Lady 
Mary late Queen of Zzzlana,Our _ 
car 
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Dear Siſter , made in | thele words, 
Mary by the Grace of God of England, 
France and /reland, Queen, Detender 
of the Faith, and on Earth over the 
Engliſh and Triſh Church the Supream 
Head, Toall tv whom theſe preſents 
ſhall Come, Greeting, 


' We havk peruſed the Letters Patents 
of Confirmation of Our Dear Brother 
Edward the Sixth, late King of Zzeland, 
made 1n theſe ords, Hawerd the Sixth 
by the Grace of God of Ezgland, France 
and Zreland, King, Detender of the 
Faith, and on'Exrth over the Z21h 
and Triſh Church, Supream Head, To 
all co whom eſe preſent Letters ſhall 


come, Greeting. 


—— FP”. 


_ We have peruſed the Letters Pa- 
tents of Confirmation of our Moſt 
Dear Father; Henry the Eighth, late 
Kin of England of Famous Memory, 
made 1n theſe words, Hexry by the 
Grace of God King of England and 

| France, and Lord of Zreland, To all to - 
whom thel c preſent Letters ſhall come, 
Greeting. 


We 
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We have peruled the Letters Pa- 

tents of Confirmation of our Moſt 

Dear Father Hezry the Seventh, Late 

King of Zrgland of Famous Memory, 

made in theſe words, Henry by the 

Grace of God King of Zxgland and 

France , and Lord of Z7reland, To all 

to whom theſe preſent Letters ſhall 
come, Greeting. 

Know Ye, Fhat We have peruſed 
the Letters Patents of Zadward the 
Fourth, Late King of Zzgland, made 
in theſe words, Zaward by the Grace 
of God King of Zzgland and France, 
Lord of Zreland, To all to whom theſe 
preſent Letters ſhall come, Greeting. 


We have peruſed the Letters Patents 
of Zawvard the Third, Late King of 
Erglayd, Our Progenitor, made in 
theſe words: 


Edward bp the Ozace of God King 
of England, Lod of Ireland, and Ouke 
of Aquitaine, To all to whom thele 
p!eſent Letters ſhall come, greeting. 


Dur (elbeloved the Goldiniths of 
li 


a Toiuh-ifone fo2 Gold 


Dur City of London by their Petitfort 
exhibited to Us and Dur Councel in 
Dur Parliament holden at Weſtmin- 
ſter after the Feaſt of the Purification 
of Dur Ladylaſt paſt, have ſhewn, 


That whereas no pzivate Nerchant 
no2 Stranger heretofoze were wont to 
bzing into this Land any Yoney Coin- 
ed, but Plate of Silber to exchange fo2 
Dur Coyn, 


And that {t had been alſo Dzdaſned, 
That ali thoſe who were of the Gold- 
ſmiths Trade were to ſit fn their ſhops 
in the Þigh-Street of Cheap, and that 
no Silver in Plate, no2 Uellcl of Gol 
03 Stlver ought to be ſold tn the. City 
of London, grcept at Dur Exchange, 
02 fn Cheapſide among the Goldſmiths, 
and that oublickly, to the end the per- 
ſons of the ſaid Trade might Jnfozm 
themſelves whether. the Seller -caine 
Lawfully by ſtich Ueſſel 02 not, 


But that now of late the ſaid Ver- 
chants as well ]zivate as Strangers, 
vo bztng from foxraign'Countries oo 
this 


\ » 


., andStlvecr Wares, 
this Nation Counterfeit Sterling, 
whereof the pound is not wozth above 
ſixteen Sols of the ritht ſterling, and 
of this :Yonep none can knotv the true 
Calue, but by melting it down. 


And alſo that majy of the (aid Trade 
of Goldſmiths keep Shops in obſcure 
turnings, and by-Lanes and Streets, 
and do buy Cleflels of Gold and Sil 
ber ſecretly, without enquiring if ſuch 
Cieffel were ſtoln o2 lawfully come by, 
and immediately meſtting it down, da 
make it into ]Plate and ſell it to Der- 
chants Trading beyond Sea, that (t 
may. be exp9teo , and fo they make 
falſe Tozk of Gold and Silver, as 
Bzacelets, Lockets, Rings and other 
Jewels ; in which thep (et Glaſs of 
divers Colours, Countetfeiting right 
ſfones,and pit moze Allap in th? fiiver 
than they ought,which th: y ſell to (ſuch 
as have no g£kill in ftich chings. 


And that the Cutlers in their TUozk- 


houſes cover Tin with Silver (0 ſubtit- 
| I» and with ſlich fleight, that the tame 
cannot be _— and. \. vered _ 

| : e 
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the Tin, and by that means they (ell 
the Tinh fv covered fo? fine Stiver, to 
the great damage and veccipt of Us 
and Dur Pcople, 


Tahcretipon the ſaid Geldſmiths 
have 4Þctittoned Gs, ThatCUe would 
be plcaſcdt0 apply conventent remedy 
therein, 


And TUe being willing to pzeveur 
the ſaid Evil, Do by and with the Al- 
ſcent of thz Lozds Spiritual and Tem- 

_ pozal, a'd the Commons of Our 
* Realm fo2 the Common p2ofit of Us 
and Dur People, TUfll and grant fo 
fo2 Us, and Dur Peirs, 


- _ That hencefozth no Yerchant et- 
ther pzivate oz ſtranger , ſhall bzing 
into this Land any fozt of Yoney, 
But only Plate of fine Silver, 10? 
that any Gold oz Silver wought by 
Goldſmiths, 82 any Plate of Silver 
be ſold to the Berchant to. ſell again, 
and to be carried out of the Kingdom 
_ But ſhall be ſold at Dur ſaid Ex- 
change,0}0pgly among the ſaidGold: 

| {miths 


 &  ———— ———_—_ 


. | "= 
- , | andSilver Wares, 
(miths fo2 pzidate uſe onely. 


And that none that pzetend to be of 
the ſame Trade ſhall keep any Shop 
but tn Cheapſide, that it may be ſeen 
that their TWWozk be good and right. 


| And that thoſe of the ſaid Trade 

may by vertue of theſe pzefents ele 
honeſt, lawful and ſufficient men beſt 
Skii(ed jn the (aid Trade, to enquire of 
the matters afozefatd ; and tyat the 
ſo choſen may upon due conſideration 
of the ſaid Craft refozm what defcns 
they ſhall find therein, and thereupon 
inflict due puniſhment upon the Dften- 
ders, and that by the help and off.- 
ffance of the Yayo! and Sheriffs if oc- 
caſton ve. 


Anitd that it all Trading Cites and 
Townstn England where Goldimiths 
reſide, the ſame D2dinance be obſerved 
as in London, and that one 02 twa of 
every ſuch City 02 Town f62 the reff 
of that Trade ſhall come to London to 
be al[certained of thetr Touchof Gold, 
and there to have a Stamp of a Pun- 
F 2 Lion 
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chion with @ Leopard's can marked 
p91 thcic CLLvzk us Of anrient tine It 
has b ea Devained, Jit Win. tle 
whercot Wie have cauſed thete Ditr 
Letters to be tiade Patents. Givin 
at Weltminſter the Tyirtieth day ot 
March, tt the Firit year of Dur Reign. 


We have allo peruled the Letters 
Patents of Zchard the Second after 
the Conqueſt, late King of Zxgland, 
made in theſe words, &zchard by the 
Grace of God King of Zxglaxd and 
France, and Lord of /reland, To all to 


whom theſe preſents ſhall come,gr=et- 
ing. Know Ye, 


That whereas Zdward'our Grand- 


father late King of Zxgland , at the 


Suit of the Goldſmiths. of our City of 
Zondon ſuggeſting to him, how that 
many. pertons of that Trade by Fire 
and the ſmoke of Quickſilyer, had loſt | 
their ſight, and that others of them 
by their working in that Trade, be- 
came fo Crazed and Infirm, That they 
were diſabled to fubſiſt, but by Relief 
trom others. [i 


And that divers of the faid City 
Com- 


* 
. | | 
 »> = 


bes a: Silver Cares, 


Compaſſionating the Condition of 
ſuch, were diſpoſed to give and grant 
divers Tenements and Rents in the 
ſaid City to the value of, Iwenty 
pounds per nntum to the Company 
of the {aid Craft, towards the ,main- 
tenance of the faid- Blind, Weak, and 
Infirm ; And allo of a Chaplain to 
Celebrate Maſs amongſt them every 
day for the Souls of all the Fairhtul 
departed, according to the Ordinance 
in that behalf to be made, Did by his 
Letters Patents for the Conſideration 
of a Fine of Ten Marks, tor himſelf 
and: his Heirs, as much as in him lay, 
grant and give Licence to the Men of 
the Community aforeſaid, that rhey 
may purchaſe Tenements and Rents 
in the ſame C.ty of the value of Twen- 
ty pounds per Annum and not above 
of the Men of rhat City, for reliet and 
mainrenancz of ſuch blind and infkrm, 
and of ſuch Chaplain as aforeſaid, to 
hold to them and their Succeſlors of 
the ſaid Society for ever, tor the pur- 
poſes aforefaid, The Statute of AZort- 
mine Or any other Statute or Ordi- 
nance to the contrary thereof not- 

F2 withitanding, 
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withſtanding , as in and by the ſaid 


Letters Patents more fully and at large 
1t may appear. _ 


And foraſmuch as the Men .of the 
{aid Myſtery have humbly Petitioned 
Ls, That foraſmuch as Our Grand- 
fathers {aid Letters Patents are not 
nor can be put in execution for want 
of Naming Perſons capable therein, 
That We would Gratioully provide 
ſome remedy for them in this behaltf. 
We taking he Premiſles into Conſfide- 
ration, of Qur eſpecial Grace, and for 
the Conſideration of Twenty Marks 
by them paid unto Us in Our Hana- 

ET, 
4 Have for Us and Our Heirs,granted 
and given Licence to the men of the 
{aid Craft, That from henceforth they 
be a perpetual Community or Society 
of themſelves. | 


And that the ſaid Society or Com- 
pany may for ever yearly Etect out of 
themſelves four Wardens to overlee, 
Tule and duly govern the ſaid Fralt, 

an 
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and Community, and every Member 
of the ſame. 
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And further, We have according 
to Our Authority in this behalf gran- 
ted and given Licence for Us and Our 
Heirs to the ſame Wardens and Com- 
pany, That they may- purchaſe and 
have to them and their Succeſlors, 
Tenements and Rents, with their Ap- 
purtenances, within the {aid City and 
Suburbs thereof to the value of Twen- 
ty pounds per 4zum, for the mainte- 
nance of the blind, weak and infirm 
Men of the Company atoreſaid, and of 
a Chaplain to Celebrate Maſs amongit 
the {aid infirm,every day, for the Souls 
of all the Faithful departed, forever, 
according to ſuch Ordinance, As the 
ſame Wardens and Company ſhall 
make in-this behalf, (the ſaid Statute, 
or the Statute in that caſe made in 
Our laſt Parliament at /Y2ſtmirſter, 
notwithſtanding,) or notwithſtanding 
that the ſaid Tenements and Rents be 
held of Us in Free Burgage, lo that it 
be found by Inquiſition thereupon du- 
ly had and returned into our Charcery, 
F 4 that 
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that ſuch purchaſe may be made with- 
out any damage or prejudice to Us 
and Our Heirs, or any other perſon 
whatſoever, 7m witneſs whereof We 
have cauſed theſe our Letters to be 
made. Patents, /#/7itneſs Our Self at 


Wincheſter the Sixth day of February, 
in the Sixteenth Year of Our Reign. ' 


And We ratifying and allowing the 
{aid Letters Patents, and all and every 
thing therein contained, do for Us 
and Our Heirs*according to Our 
Power in that behalt Approve and 
Confirm the ſame,and do by thele pre- 
ſents grant and Confirm the ſame unto 
Our Welbeloved the now Wardens 
and Company of the ſaid Craft and 
their Succeſlors far ever, 


And of Our further Grace 1n this 
behalf, We tor Us and'Our Heirs, have 
granted to the ſame Wardens and 
Company, That notwithſtanding they 
or their Predeceſſors have not hither- 
to upon any occaſion in any ſort uſed 
the Liberties in the faid Letters Pa- 
tents contained, Yet  athgi1"" 

a 
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ſhall be Lawful for them and their 


Succeſſors to Uſe and Enjoy the faid 
Liberties and every of them, without 
any Let or Impediment by or from Us 
or Our Heirs, or any of Our Juſtices, 
Eſcheators, Mayors , Sherifts, Bay- 
lifts, or other Our Miniſters where- 


{ocver, Fi 


And We have turther granted, and 
by theſe preſents do for Us and Our 
Heirs Grant to the ſaid now Wardens 
and Company of the Craft aforeſaid, 
That they and their Succeſlors be a 
Corporation or Body Incorporate , 
confiſting and called by the « Jap of 
Wardens and Company, and be per- 
{ons able and capable in Law to pur- 
chaſe and take Lands and Tenements, 
Rents and other Poſlefſions whatſo- 
ever, for ever in Fee-ſimple of any 
- nous whomt!oever that ſhall be wil- 
ing to Give, Deviſe, or Aſhga the _ 
ſame to them. 


To have and to hold the ſame to 
the ſaid Wardens and Company of 
the ſaid Craft, and their Succeſſors 


far ever. And 
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And that they may and ſhall have 


perpetual Succeſſion and a Common 
Seal for the Afﬀairs of their ſaid My- 


ſtery. 


And that they may by the name of 


the Wardens and. Company of the 


Myſtery of Goldſmiths of the City of 


London Implead and be w'. 19G in 
any Court and place whatſoever, be- 
fore any Judges whomſoever, in any 
Actions, Suits, Plaints, Demands and 
Pleas as well real as perſonal or mixt 
of what nature or: kind ſoever they 


be. 


$ 


And that jtthe ſaid Wardens and 
Company and their Succeſlors, may 
from time to time as often as they ſhall 
judge 1t expedient, make good and 
reaſonable By-Laws and Ordinances 
tor the better regulating the ſaid My- 
{tery, Bad! 


We have allo granted, and by theſe 
preſents do grant to the ſaid now 


Wardens and Company and their Suc- 


ceſlors, That they may have and hold 


ra 


at 
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to them and their Succeflors for ever, 
all and ſingular the Lands, Tenemeats, 
Rents, Reverſions and Services here- 
tofore given, granted or deviſed to 


the Wardens of the Myſtery aforeſaid, : 


or to the Wardens or Guardians and 
Company of the Myſtery aforel[aid,by 
the Name of the Wardens and Com- 
pany of the ſaid Myſtery, or by the 
names of the Company of the ſaid 
Myſtery, or by what other Name o- 
ever or heretofore in any manner pur- 
chaſed by the Wardens and Company 
of the {aid Myſtery, or by the Com- 
pany of the {aid Myſtery, without Im- 
peachment, Diſturbance or Let by or 
from Us or Our Heirs, or by or from 
Our Juſtices, Sheriffs, Eſcheators, or 
other the Officers and Miniſters of Us 
or Our Heirs whomſoever. 


And Wedo hereby ratifie and con- | 
firmall and every the ſame Lands and 


Tenements, Rents , Reverſions, and 
Services to the {aid now Wardens and 
Company, and thetr Succeffors. 


And for the Credit of the Men - 
the 


T3 
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I the ſaid Craft dwelling and reſiding 
| | in the ſaid City for the time being, and 
| | for the preventing and avoiding the 

damage and loſs which do or may daily 
| Happen and ariſe as well to-Us as to 

any Our Liege People, tor want of a 
"7 due and provident Care 1n regulating 
= certain of Our Subjects and others 
F Uſing and Exerciſing the {aid Trade, ' 
without any regard to the Credit of the 
{aid Company, And alſo for the pre- 
venting and taking away Subtleties 
and Decezpts prattiſed in the ſaid 7 ade, 
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We have further granted, and by 
theſe Prelents do grant to the {aid now 
Wardens and Company and their Suc- 
| ceſlors tor ever, That the Wardens of 

| the ſaid Myſtery for the time being 

| thall and may for eyer have the ſearch, 
Fi inſpettion, tryal and regulation of all 
: | torts of Gold and Silver wrought or 
| to be wrought, and to be expoled to 
ſale within the City of Zozdon and the 

| Suburbs thereof, and in all Fairs and 

=. | Markets, and all Cities, Towns and 

\ © Boroughs, and all other places what- 
ſever throughout Our Kingdow of Fn- 

| gland, 


. , andS{lver (ares. 
2land,and allo ſhall and may have power 
fo puniſh and correct all defects that 


ſhall bs tound in the working of Gold 
and Silver, | 


And to that end, it need be, to call 
to their aſſiſtance the Mayor and She- 
rifts of the {aid City, and the Mayors 
and Baylifts or other Officers what- 
ever 1n any Fairs, Markets, Cities, Bo- 
roughs and Towns, and other places 
out of the ſaid City where any ſuch 
Search or Tryal ſhall happen to be 
made. 


And that the Wardens of the ſaid 
Myſtery tor the time being ſhall and 
may have full Power and Authority 
tor ever by themſelves or any of them, 
duly to ſearch and try all and fingular 
the premiſſes, and allo all manner of 
Work touching and cenceraing the 
ſaid Craft,tound or being in the hands 
of the Goldſmiths, or ay other whom- 
ſoever (elling, making or working any 
Wares or Works pertaining to or con- 
cerning the ſaid Myſtery,as well with- 
in Our {aid City of Zozaon and the 

Suburbs 


T7. 


| 


bu 
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Suburbs thereof, as elſewhere out of 
the {a1d City in all Fairs, Markets, Ci- 
ties, Boroughs and Towns, and other 
places v4 watx oh throughout Our 
Realm of Zzglapd ; And allo by them- 
ſelves or any of them to break all ſuch 
deceitful Works and Wares of Gold 
and Silver of what fort ſoever, if 
any 1uch they ſhall find to be made, 


wrought and expoled to (ale 1n deceipt 


of Our People, 


And alfo according to their diſcre- 
tion and as often as they ſhall ſee it ne- 
ceſlary to puniſh and correct the Ma- 


kers, Sellers and Workers of the ſame 


Works. according to their demerits,by 


the affiſtance (if need be) of Our May- 


ors. Sherifts. Bayliffs, Reeves, and other 
ſuch like Officers. 


We allo will and grant, and ſtrictly 
Charge and Command, That all-Bay- 
lif8; Reeves, and other Officers what- 
ſoever in Fairs, Markets, Cities, Bo- 
roughs, Towns and other places where 
ſuch Search ſhall happen to be made, 
be ready to Ayd and Affiſt the ſaid 


Wardens 


. , "andSilver Wares. 
Wardens and every of them making 
ſuch Search as aforeſaid, in the execu- 
tion of the: premiſſes, and that in all 
things according to their Duty. Tn 
witneſs whereot We have cauſed 
theſe Our Letters to be made Patents. 
CUitneſs Our Self at Zztceſter the 
Thirtieth day of ay in the Second 
Year of Our Reign. 


And now We ratifying and appro- 
ving the (aid Letters Patents, and all 
things therein contained, do for Us 
and Our Heirs according to Our Au- 
thority therein, allow the ſame, and 
by theſe preſents do ratifie, grant and 
confirm the ſame to our Welbeloved 
the now Wardens and: Company of 


the Myſtery aforeſaid and their Suc- 
ceſlors. 


And further, We being certainly 
informed that divers perſons both Na- 
tives and Aliens, exerciſing the aid | 
Trade in divers parts ofthis Kingdom, @\\ 
 ftudying and' contriving their own 
diſhoneſt Gain, and purpoſing by va- 
rious ways to deceive and endamage 


the 
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the reſt of our Subjedts, do work and 
expole to ſal: Gold and Slver canning- 
ly and deceitfully wrought and debaſed 
more than the Standard allowes, contra- 
Ty. to the Ordinances in that behalf 


made. 


And Counterfeit-flones (which are 
of no value, cunningly ſet inſuch kind * 
of Gold and Silver) do daily fell for | 
true Jewels at great rates to divers of | 
Our Subje&s (not underſtanding the | 
ſame) as well inplaces priviledged; as | 
1n Fairs, Markets Ind other places 
within Our Cities and Burroughs of | 
this Our Kingdom of Frelazd,and nei- 
ther tear nor doubt to be punthed or 
eall'd in queſtion for the fame. 


And the reaſon is, for that due 
ſearch or any due puniſhment is lel-_ 
dome executed upon Offenders in that 
Myſtery out of the City aforeſaid, = 


And although the Wardens of that 
Myſtery in the ſaid City for the time 
being, have (by vertue and power of 


the atorcſaid Letters Patents in form 
_ afore- 


|! and Sſkver TAares, 

aforeſaid granted to them and their 
Succeſlors (had the ſearch, in{petion, 
tryal and regulation of the Gold and 
Silver ſo wrought and to be wroughz 
and expoſed to Sale; And power by 
themſelves or any of them, to ſearch 
and try (continually from the aforelaid 
3oth day of May in the ſaid Second 
year of the late King Zaward the 
Fourth hitherto by verrue of his {aid 
Letters Patents to them in that behalf 
made) all: ſuch kind of deceittul and 
fraudulent Works and Wares made 


and to be made of the Gold and Silver 


aforeſaid of any kind whatloever. 


And the faults and deceipts 1n thoſe 
Works deceitfully and {ubtilly contri- 
ved or to be contrived by the Work- 
men and contrivers thereof, to puniſh 
and corre, as alſo ro execute and 
perform ſuch other things as they 
ought to do by vertue of the aforeſaid 
Letters Patents of the faid late King 
£award the Fourth ; 


Neventhieleſs as We arc informed. 
That notwithſtanding the «toreſaid 
Fþ G War+ 
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Wardens of the ſajzd Myſtery for the 
11me being have (ever tince the afore- 
1aid Grants to them and the Company 
of the faid Myſtery in form atore- 
taid made) been at great trouble and 
charges (as well at their own proper 
Coſts, as at the Coſts of th-faid Com- 
pany) to put in execution their Au- 
thority of ſearching, inſpecting and 
trying ſuch kind of Gold and Silver 
fas is before mentioned) and the de- 
te&ts therein, ſo wrought and put to 
{ale by the Workmen of the faid Trade 
in divers of the Cities , Burroughs, 
Fairs, Markets and other places of this 
Our Kingdam, Tor the common ule of 
Us and of all Our good Subjeds. 


Yet they have received very little 
or no profit thereby, bur rather have 
been ſubject oftentimes not onely to 
pains and perils of their bodies, but 
allo to the loſs of their Goods and 
Chattels by reaſon and occafion of 


their ſearching, trying, and PRung n 


execution their Authority aforeſaid, 
in puniſhing and correcting the defects 
of Work upon proof thereof made 
unto them, By 


- ,  audSflber Wares, 

By means whereof the ſaid War- 
dens of late in regard of the great 
menacecs and aflaults which they have 
received from thoſe Workmen and 
Tradeſmen of that Myſtery (that de- 
ceiptfully ſell ſuch Gold and Silver in 
the Countrey) and their Accomplices 
and Adherents,; could not execute 
their ſaid Authority any where with- 
in Our Kingdom of Zrgland, except 
within Our ſaid City of Zondon and 

the Suburbs thereof. 


So that the ſaid ſearch; tryal and 
execution of the ſaid Authority cea- 
ſing,very many frauds,deceipts,works 
unskilfully made of Gold and Silver, 
and of counterfeiting of Jewels in 
Works of Gold and Silver and other- 
wie. axe daily divers wayes increaſed 
in the Myſtery atorelaid,by the Work- 
men of the ſaid Trade in every part of 
this Our Kingdom, to the great loſs 
and detriment of Us and all Our Liege 
People, 


And We being williog (all the de- 
ceiptful inſufficient and unlawful 
G2 | TVs 
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Works and Wates' of: Gold-2d Silver 


Jewels and-Stahes, Pearl or Coral;-or 
{uch like, in the Trade aforeſaid? un- 


ſyuFciently and unlay tully made and 
counterteited uſed'to 'be' put: to'fale) 
to abolith and priniſhi in all things as it 
ought tobe, Of Ourcertain knowleds 
an{ nicer motion, Have given and 
granted, fr Us and Our Heirs-(as mich 


asf Us lyes) to the aforeſaid Wardens 
and Company of the Myſtery, afore- 
aid and their Succeſfors, 


- That they the faid Wardens and 


their Succeſlors, and every* of them 
for the time being, ſhall have for ever 


_ Mes + and Authority over all and 
lar the Defects, Offences; Faults 
pTDevtipes made and attempted'or 


;ohiithes contrary to the Ocditan- 
ces of the Myſtery aforeſaid in all their 
fearches and tryals of Gold and Silver, 
'or of Wares, Jewels, Stones; Pearl, 
Coral;or of any other Jewels or Coun- 


terfeit Stones whatſoever wrought or 
jet in Gold or S1]ver; as in Neck-laces, 


Lockets, Rings or Bracelets, or other: 
vw 1'C howloever wrought: or (et, with- 


an 


d » 


and Silver.(Uares, 
in this Our Kingdom of Zzgland. 
whereloever, againſt the Workmen or 
Owners of.any of the ſaid premiſles ex-. - 
poſing them to fale. E127, 19S 


And all and Fer the perſons of or | 

uſing the .ſaid Myſtery: whatſoever To. 
deceiptiully working, having, or cx-., 
poſing to ſale the premilles atoreſaid, - 
(upon due proof made) ſhall be by the. 
{aid Wardens for the time being com: . 
mitted to. the. next Gaol or. Prilqn,. ; 
therein to, be puniſhed, þy Imprilon-. 
ment of their Bodies, according to the. 
nature; of their Offences, and. our of | 
the ſaids Gaols or,Prifons to ber deli- 
vered; atithe, dilcretions of the fad, 
Wardens or any of them ; Or be pu- 
niſhed by Fines to belet and impoled' 
pon ſugh Pelimquents, Equal roxhgir 
Ottences, Faults. and Deccipts,. as: by. 
the ſoupd-Dilcretions,of the 1aid War-. 

_ dens oxjany, of them for the time be;.. 
ing. Jall beeſtcemed juſt and realon.” 
abl&,and4a chat behalf ONVEBLERL.,; 


We alfo grant for lUsand OurTkiirs 
to the.1a1d. Wardens, aod : Company 


vs 


_ . 


G 3 10d 
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and their Succeſſors, That whenſo- 
ever, whereſoeyer, and as often as any 
Wares of Gold and Silver or Pearl, 
or of any Counterfeit Stones whatſo- 
ever deceitt uy wrought or ſet in the 
nature of Jewels or Pear! inGold or $11- 
ver,which by Allays thereof are of leſs 
value and more debas'd in. the work- 
ing of the ſaid Gold and Silver than of 
right it ought to be tht 4; (that 1s 
to ſay) not being of the value of Ster- 
ling or Standard, ( according to the 

* Ordinances and Statutes of Us and 
Our Progenitors or Predeceſfors late 
Kings and Queen of Zzelapd in this 
behalf made) that ſhall be found any 
where as well within any of Our Li- 
berties as without ; 


Or on Wares of Gold or Silver 
made within this Kingdom by any Na- 
tive or Forraign Workmen & Tradeſ- 
men of the Craft aforeſaid whereſo- 
ever that ſhall be fold or expoſed to 
fale (not being tryed, approved and marked 
as they ought ts be) according to the 
form of the Ordinances and Statutes 
aforeſaid, that then the ſaid Wardens 


for 


_ 157" © PRONTO A PINT 5" FRE 1 
: 


, and Silver WUares. 

for the time being, or two of them, 
ſhall have power and Authority all 
and every {ſuch Wares of Gold and 
Silver, Counterfeit Stones and Pearls, 
and other Stones whatſoever (fo de- 
celptfully or unlawfully wrought and 
expoled to fale whereſoever they ſhall 
be found) to arreſt, ſeiſe, and to break 
and ſpoyl them, fo that Our People 
may not be any more deceived -there- 
by. 


Agd that in all and every the 
Searches of the -ſaid Wardens and 
their Succeſlors for the time being, of 
or in the premiſles from time to time 
in whatſoever places within Three 
Miles in and about the aforeſaid City 
of Zondon, where any the ſaid Work- 
men or Tradeſ{-men of the ſaid Craft 
ſhall happen to remain, work, or in- 
habit.;the ſaid Wardens or any of them 
for the time being ſhall cauſe to be 
brought All manner of Works and 
Wares of Gold and Silver aforeſaid, or 
what Jewels and- Precious Stones ſo- 
ever (let in Gold and Silver) are there 
wrought or to be wrought, to the 

| G & Com- 
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Common-Hall -of the Wardens and 
Company of the {aid Myſtery: being 

1nthe atoreſaid City of Zoxdon where- 
in the Common. Standard or Affſe of 
Gold and Silver, (according to the Or- 
dinances in-that behalf made) is kept. 
there to be tryed and aſſayed, And to 
be reformed if defects ſhall be any 
manner of wayes tound therein; and 
after they ſhall be {0 reformed, . to be 

| there then attiirmed for good, and 
ſtamped with their Marks which they 
ule for that purpoſe. _ : 


And all defetive Works whatſo- | 

ever deceiptfully wrought as well of | 

or in Gold as Silver.” Counterfeit | 

Stones put for Jewels therein and 

talfly made; (or found to be of a worle 

Allay than it ought |to be) ſhall there 

(according to their diſcretions) be ut- 

terly condemned, Without Accompt 

or any. other charge or Aniwer to Us 

or any of Our Heirs for the premiſſes _ 

or any of them to 'be rendred, made 

or. paid for ever ; 7x witneſs whereof 

We have cauſed theſe Our Letters to 

be mage Parents:: - //itzeſs Our Selt 
11 at 


9 HWY m_ 


\ 
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, andSilver Wares. 
at Yeſtminſter the Third day of Fe- 
bruary, in the Twentieth Year of Our 


Reign, 


Now We Ratitying and Approving 
the 1aid Letters Patents, 'and all things 
therein contained, Do tor Us and Our 
Heirs (as much as in Us lyes) allow the 
the ſame, and by thele preſents do Ra- 
tifie, Grant and Conhrm the ſame to 
Our Welbeloved the now Wardens 
and Company of the Myſtery -afore- 
ſaid. 7» witneſs whereof We have 
cauſed theſe our Letters tobe :made 
Patents , /Yitzeſs Our. Selt at\\//eſt- 
minſter the Sixteenth day of Marchjin 
the Firſt Year of Our Reign. 


- Now WeRatitying and Approving 
the-faid Letters Patents and all things 
therein contained,” Do for Us and Qur 
Heirs, as much as in Us lyes, allow 
the ſame, and by thele preſents do Ra- 
tifie, Grant and Confirm the.ſame to 
Our Welbeloved the now Wardens 
and Company. of the Myſtery afore- 
ſaid ; Zn witzeſs whereof We .have 


cauſed theſe Our: Letters fo be made 
Patents, 
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Patents, //itneſs Our Self at Feſtmin- 
fer the Sixth day of June in the Firlt 
Year of Our Reign. 


Now We Ratifying and Approving 
' the ſaidLetters Patents and all things 
therein contained, Do for Us and Our 
Heirs as much as inUs lyes, allow the 
{ame, and by thele preſents do ratifie, 
grant and confirm the fame to Our 
Welbeloved the now Wardens and 
Company of the Myſtery aforeſaid. 
{n mitzeſs whereof. We have cauſed 
theſe Our Letters to be made Patents, 
Hiitneſs Our Self at /Yeftminſter the , 
Fifth day of December, in the Firſt year 
of Our Reign. 


Now We Ratifying and Sgproving 
the ſaid Letters Patents and all things 
therein contained, Do for Us and Our 
Heirs, as much as in Us lyes, allow the \ 
ſame, and by thele preſents do ratifie, 
grant and confirm the ſame to Our 
Welbeloved the now Wardens and 
Company of the Myftery aforeſaid ; 
{n witneſs whereof We have cauſed 
theſe Our Letters to be made Tn 
"U- 


| y C., 
* and Silver (U{ares. 


Hitneſs Our Self at Feſtminſter the 


Third day of January, in the Third 
Year of Our Reign. 


Now WeRatifying and Approving 
the ſaid Letters Patents, and all things 
therein contdined, Do for Us and Our 
Heirs, as much as in Us lyes, allow'the 
ſame, and by theſe preſents do Ratihie, 
Grant and Confirm the fame to Our 
Welbeloved the now Wardens and 
Company of the Myſtery aforeſaid. 
Zn witneſs whereof, ec. Hitnefs the 
King at Heſtminſter the Thirtieth day 
of March, in the Second Year of the 
Reign of King James over England,&c. 
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The Goldſmiths OkrDt TY 
ately made and fet forth 


for Prevention and Re- 
«dreſs of the great Abules 
committed in the ſeyeral 
Wares afore-mentioned. | 


——_— 


P Gollfmiths- Hal the 2 3 Y Fi 
of February, 1675. 


\ HEREAS Coinplatnt hath- 
beech made to the TUardens of 
the Company of Gold{miths, 
London, That divers {mail (Uilozks, 
as Buckles fo2 Belts, Silver Þilts, 

' and the pfcces thereto belonging with 


D: vers other ny Cares both of 
Holy 


( ya—m__ 


'\ E- 
ad Silver Wares. 


Gold 'and S.lver, are frequently 
wought- and - piit to faſe by divers 
Ooldinnths and others, wozſe that 
Standard, to the abuſe of his Maje- 
ſttes'g00d Subjects, and great diſfcre- 
dit of that Yanufagure ; And that 
there are allo divers pieces of Sflver 
Piate ſold, not being gſſaped at Gold- 
{rpaths-Hall, and ſo not marked with 


the Leopard's Head' Crowned, as by 


Law the ſame otight to be : and whers- 
as the Wardens of the ſain Company 
to pzebent- the 'ſaſd frauds, have fe2- 
merly-required-all petſons to fozbear 
plitting to fale any adulterate TUares 
either of Hold oz Sflver, but that they 
cauſe the ſame fozthwith to be defaced; 
And that as well--]Þlate-wozkers ' as 
ſinall-wozkers ſhould cauſe their refpe- 
tive Darks to be-byought to Gold- 
{imiths-Hall,' & there ſftike the ſane fn 
a Table kept in the Aſlay-Dfrice; Aiid 
likewiſe enter their N2ames and places 
of Habitations t1-a' Bok there kept 
fo2 that purpoſe, whereby the' perſons 
and their marks might be known ninta 
the Watdens' of the ſafy Compaay, 
which having- not hitherto b&n. aulp 

obſerved, 
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obſerved, Thele are therefoze to give 
Notice to, and to require again all 
thoſe who exerciſe the (atd Art 02 Pp- 
ſtery of Goldſmiths in 02 about the 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 
and the Suburbs of the ſame, That 
they fozthwith repair to Gold{miths- 
Hall, and there ſtrike their Barks in 
a Table appointed foz that purpole, 
and likewiſe enter their J2ames, with 
the places of their reſpegive dwell- 
ings, in a Bok remaining i8 the Al- 
ſay-Office there : And that as well the 
Wiozker aSDhop:keper,and allothers | 
wozking and Trading itn Gold 02 Sil- 
ver TUares, of what kind oz quality 
ſoever they be, fozbear putting to ſale 
any of the ſain TWozks, not being a- 
greable to Standard, that is to ſay, | 
Goldnot leſs in fineneſs then two and 
twenty Carracs, And Silver not leſs 
in fineneſs then eleven Dunces twa 
penty weight ; And that no perfon oz 
perſons do fromhencefo2th put to ſale 
any of the ſaid {Uares either ſinall o2 
great, befoze the TUozkinans Yark be 
firuck thereon, And the fame Afﬀayer 
at Goldimiths-Hall, and there app20: 

en 
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ved fo2 Standard, by ſtriking t 
the Lyon ahd Leopard's Head C 

ed, 62 one of them, if the ſaid Works 
will conveniently bear the fame : And 
hereof all perſons concerned are deſt- 
red to take notice, and demean them- 
ſelves accozdingly: othetwile the War- 
dens will make it their Care to po. 
cure them to be pzoceded againſt ac- 
coding to Lat, Wh 


Touching the ſeveral Weights now 
in ule, for the buying and Rlling of 
Gold and Silver and pretious Stones, 
The Reader of 01-41 a 


That no other Weights are (by our 
Lawes) to'be uſed in weighing Gold 
and Silver , but thoſe called by the 
name of Troy Weights, of which 


24 grains makes a penny weight, or 
the weight of an old Sterling pen- 


ny, (which now goes for three 


Pence.) 


20 penny weight makes one ounce. 
13 Ounces nttzke 2 pound, 
The 


w / Ls Mt 
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The. compounding theſe Weights 
(being uſed in Aﬀaying of Gold, and 


computing the Standard of Gold) are 
called-by.the name Carats, of which 


5 of the aforeſaid grains ke 4 
Carra&t-grain ; a demy-grain is 
halfof ſuch a grain. 


4 of ſuch Carrad-graigs, ke one 
| Carr 


24 of ſuch Carradts make an Ounce 


. There be othor ſorts of Carracts com- 
| pounded of Troy grains, thus ; 


«th grains makes a Carract. 


6 of ſuch Carra&ts makes a penny 
. WRT: 


120 of ſuchCarracts makes anOunce 
Troy ; Theſe are only uſed ro 
weigh Diamonds and Pearls. 


That all perſons may know the dit- 


ference 
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ference of Troy Weights from others, 
they are to oblerve that theſe Weights 
are made in theſhapes; and of the Me- 
tal, and marked as hereafter is men- 
tioned ; (vzz.) 


The Grain Weights are made of pie- 
ces of thin Braſs, commonly called Lat- 
tin-Braſs,and arecut,near 4.{quare,and 
proportioned from half a grain to ſix 
grains, and ſo many grains that each 
Piece contains, it is marked with the 
like number of round Marks thus (0) 
And allo on every piece is (or ſhould 
be) ſet theletter G with a Coronet at 
the head of it, thus (PC) 


The next Weights above them, are 
the penny Weights, which are made 
of thick {quare pieces of Braſs, pro- 
portioned from a half-penny weight, 
to a five penny weight, and not uſt- 
ally higher, And fo many peanny- 
weight that each piece contains 1s 
made or marked thereon , ſo many 
round marks thus (o) as aboveſaid ; 
and alſo is or ſhould be ſet the Zyoz on 
every PIeCe. 

h H The 
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The next above them 1s the Ounce- 
Weights, .they are allo of Braſs, and 
made round 1a neſts, (that is to lay) to 
tall or ſtand one within another, And 
are proportioned from a drachm to 
32 Ounces, and ſometimes to 64 Oun- 

-.ccs, (21z.) the leaſt is a 


Hadrachm Troy, izome + drachm ; the next half a 
penny we! N £2 Miiph 
 orains; Sixreen of ſuch qQUATLET of an ounce, the 


drachms make an ounce NEXtL A quarter ot an CUNCECs 


Troy : Half a quarter of | | 
an Ounce 1s. two penny the nNeXt halt all OUNCE, the 


weight and 12 grains, |NCXE AN Ounces the next 


% 


two ounces, and fo every 
one double the weight. of the next 
lefler, and every one from an ounce 
upwards, are marked with numeral 
letters of ſuch number, as the pieces 
contains Ounces, ' and allo every 
Weight marked with two letters, 
,nade thus (FF) for Troy, and are 
or ſhould be marked with the Zyor 
and Zeopara's Head Crowned. 


The next Weights above them are 
jaſhioned like a Bell, and are called 
Bell.JFVeights, and are proportioned 
from one pound or 12 Ounces Troy, 
to 32 pounds, and ſometimes higher, 

every 


.. | : R », 7 | 
- » andStiver Wares, 
every one being doyble the weight of 
the next lefler, as before of the ounce \. 


Weights, and are or ſhould be tnarked * 
with the ſame Marks: 


| The Standard of theſe Weights 1s 
kept in the Zower of Zondop, and alſo 
in the Golaſmiths-FHall, and the Oth- 
cers there and none other ſhould have 
the Sizing.or Gauging of them, but 
that being accounted too chargeable, 
the ſeveral; Weight-makers 1n and 
about London do utually Size- and 
Gavuge.theſe Weights themſelves, ac- 
cording to the aforclatd Standard,and 
do ſet Marks on them ſomething re- 
ſembling the tight, but by what au- 
thority they fo do, I leave to the cor- 
{ideration' of tholke immediately con- 


cerned there, - 


- There are other forts of Weights, © 
by ſome uſed among{t. us, called by 
the name of Yexice-Weights, and are 
made 18 neſts of the fame taſhion, as 
the neſts of 7 r97 Ounces are, and eve- 


ry one double the Weight of the next 
(FH SL lefler, 


| 
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leſſer, but very much differing from 

the Troy Weights thus, (v2z.) as the 

Troy Ounce contains Twenty penny 

weights, ſo the Yexice Ounce con- 

tains but Thirteen penny weight and 

a half : But there being no Law 

for theſe 'Yenice Weights amongſt us, 

only the Sellers of Gold and Silver 

Lace (but without. any warrant or | 
authority ſo to do) do too often for 

their private lucre, uſe the ſame. 

But what I have before mentioned of 
them , 1s ſufficient to prevent their 

being uſed inſtead of the Z7roy 

weights. 


There are alſo other ſorts of weights 
(by our Law) in uſe amongſt us, cal- 
Jed by the name of -fverawpors (the 
Icſſer fort of them) are made of Braſs, 
and ſhaped round and flat, and every 
one double the weight of the next 
tefſer, and are or ought to be Sized 
and Marked at Guild-Hall , Zondon, 
(where the Standard of thoſe Weights 
1s kept, with ſeveral Marks, (v:z.) the 
City Arms in a Shield, the Dagger, 

TIC 


Y. | 

' * | and Stlvet Wares, - 
the Letter Afor Zverdupois, a Flower- 
de-luce, and the Eftigies of a Veſſel or 
Ewer. Theſe Weights differ from 
the Troy Weights thus, (v:z.) that 
as the Troy Ounce contains 20 penny 
weight, ſo the Ounce Zverdyupors con- 
tains but 18 penny weight ; and as 
the pound Troy contains TwelveOun- 
ces, ſo: the pound -Lverdup9is con- 
tains Sixteen Ounces ;- But, theſe not 
being for the weighing Gold and Sil- 
ver, what I have mentioned of them, 
is ſufficient to diſtinguiſh them from 
the Troy Weights. 
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Hat my good intent for 
preventing fraud not 


onely mr caſes where Maſsy 
Gold and Sifver are uſed, but 


alſo in other Works made or 
pretended to be made thereof, 
may rake the better effet, 1 
ſhall grve you another Statute 
fill in force, made as well to 
ſuppreſs and prevent the gild- 
ing and ſrverimg of Copper 
and To W OrRS, and the de- 


cet 


An Fo, . 
* ann Sflver (Uates., 


ceit therein uſed, as the waſt- 
ing the: Gold and Silver 0 
this Nation, (viz.) © 


| Stat. 5, Hen. 4.12, 


15% Cihereas many fraudulent 
Artificers imagining to deceive the 
- common people, do daily mak? 
Locks, BRtngs, Beads, Candieſticks, 
Darneſs fo2  Girdles, Htits, Chail:- 
ces and Swowd-Pummels, 1Powdcr- 
Boxes , and Covers fo2 Cups, of 
Copper, and of Lattin, and the ſame 
over Outlt aid Dtlver, like to' Gold 02 
Stftlver ; And the ſaine ſell and put tit 
gage to many Yen not having tuil 
knowled7 thereof fo2 whole Gola and 
whole S1iver, to the great deceit, loſs - 
andh! nderance of the common people, 
And the waſting of the Goid and Sut- 
ver, It is Orained and Eſtabliſhed, 
That no Artificer no2 other mai wyat- 
ſoever he be from hencefo2th (att giln 
no2 filver atiy ſach Locks, Rings z 
| Was , CONE Parnels = 
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Girdles, Challftes, IYilts, no2 Jautn- 
meis toz ©wo2ds , }Iotder- Boxes 
no2 Covers foz Cups made of Cop- 
per 02 Lattin, upon pain to fozfeit to 
the Ring One hundzed ſhillings , at 
every time that he ſhall be found gutl- 
ty, and to make fatisfacion to the 
party grieved foz his damages ; But 
that (Chalices alwayes excepted) the 
ſaid Artificers may wozk o2 caule toþe 
wzought Dzxnaments fo2 the Church of 

Copper and Lattin, And the ſame 

Htlt 02 Silver, {o that alwayes in the 

fot, 02 in ſome other part of every ſuch 

D2nament (o to be made, the Topper 

and the Lattin ſhall be plain, to the tn- 

tent that a man may (@ whereof the 
thing is made, fo2 to eſchew the deceit 
atozelatd. 


By which Statute the Guilding or 
Silvering any Locks , Rings, Beads, 
Candleſticks , Harneſs ( that is, the 
Buckles) for Girdles, Chalices, Hilts, 
Pummels tor Swords, Pouder-Boxes 
and Covers for Cups made of Copper 
or Lattin (to wit, Braſs) is-politively 
torbid, upon the penalty of 5 1. far 
| | every 


wo - 


and Silver TUares, 

every offence. And one reaſon there- 
of appears to be this, That ſuch work- 
ing of Copper or Lattin, and Cover- 
ing the fame with Gold or Silver, is 
not only a great waſting of the Gold 
and Silver, but the occaſion of a great 
fraud, by making ſuch Wares to be 
in appearance of the value of whole 
Gold and Silver, when indeed they 
are in the ſubſtance thereof but drols 
and Counterfeit, And no doubt but 
ſome perſons at this day (as well as 
when that Statute was made) are or 
may be deceived by ſuch talle Coun- 
terteit Works, and perhaps (when it 
is t00 late) experience the old Pro- 
verb to be true, 7hat all is not Gold that 


gliſters, 


And it is not to be doubted, but 
that the Makers of that Statute were 
well informed that Copper or Braſs 
may be wrought into very many ſorts 
of Work wherein Gold or Silver may 
be wrought. And becauſe much de- 
ceit was then uſed in the working of 
Buckles, and in Hilts and Pummels for 


Swords, &#c. as well as of Later times, 
ſnch 
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ſuch ſevere penalties were laid on the 
Workers of {uch falſe Wares, puſpes - 
ly to ſuppreſs all Counterfeit and de- 
ceitful Work, © 


| 


Such Works being not only a wrong 
to the_Wearer by doing little or no 
Service, (by reaſon of its brittlenels, 
and its Kankering & ſtinking quality, 
and ſoon loſing its Gold or Silver Co- 
lour) but allo to the workers at whole 
Gold and whole Silver Works, who 
are much hindered and damnified 1n 
their Trades, by reaſon ſuch falle 
Works are made to reſemble their true 
or right Works, and ſold and worn 
inſtead thereof, _ | 


Therefore it may be reaſonably con- 

ceived, that the Workers of whole 

Gold and whole Silver Works are in- 

tended by the ſaid Stature,parties grie- 

ved as well as the Wearer, and hall 

_— {ſatisfaction from the Offen- 
ers. 


And I am well aſſured, that the 
Proſecution of the. offenders. againſt 
this 


by 
”, 


* *, and Silver Thares, I07 
this Statute (which may be 'done- by 
Pill, Plaint or Information) belongeth 
to the Wardens and Company of Gold- 
fmiths, London, 2s well as the private 
agrieved party. 


And the, Makers and Workers of 
{uch Counterfeit Works are ſubje&ted 
to the Wardens and Companies pow- 
er to Correct and Puniſh 1nas full and 
ample manner as luch Workers who 
cover Tin with Silver mentioned in 
their Charter: | 


Hill further add ſomthing that may 
be uſeful to them that know it not, to 
prevent their being deceived with the 

Counterfeit Coyn, that (notwithſtanding 
the great Care uſed by our Gavernors to 

. prevent it) # continually made and vended 

«07g ft us. Wherefore they are to Ob- 


ſerve, 


Firſt, That there 1s one ſort of un- 
lawful Money, that is made fo, (of the 
| lawful 
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lawful Coyn) by Clipping or Filing, 
or both , or otherwiſe lightening or 
impairing the ſame. 


Secondly, There is another ſort of 
unlawful Counterfeit Money, made 
with the mixture of a littJe Silver and 


other baſer Metal, which by artihcial 


working, boyling and finithing, will 
be made much like in Countenance, 
and near as paſſable as good Money, 


Thirdly, There 1s another ſort of 


unlawful Mey made of {olid Cop- 
per or Braſs; an 


covered or caſed over 
(on the flat parts as thick as paper,and 
on the edges near as thick as a fix 
pence) with good Silver, and is com- 
monly as paſſable as the other. 


Fourthly, There is another ſort of 
Counterfeit Money made only of fine 
hardened Tin, which comes near (at 


| tixſt making) to the colour of good 
Silver Money. 


£or 


Fc | © and Silver Calares. 
For the knowing of theſe (one from 


another and all) from the Zawful Coyn, 
{Vote further, 


Of the Firſt, The good Silver Coyn 
that isclipt, filed or leflened, although 
thereby made unlawful, yet accord- 
ing as 1t 15 more or leſs by theſe ways 
abuſed, the people do receive or re- 
fuſe it, as they can agree. 


Of the Second, This ſort, although 
when artificially: finiſht, it much re- 
{embles the proper Silver Coyn, yet 
it cannot be {o cunningly done, but it 
may be diſcovered by its different 
aſpedt from the good, if that give 
cauſe of ſuſpition, rub either the edge 
or flat part of it upon a dry board that 
hath gravelly or gritty matter on 1t, 
as the ſtepof a ſtair, or ſuch like ; or 
elſe when the ſurface or out-part of 
the edge is a little rubb'd off, rub it on 
a good clean Touch-ſtone, as afore is 
direted; And if itbe falſe, you will 
thereby . diſcover it : Or elle' take a 
Goldimith's Graver made ſharp, and 
enter it in ſome part of the flat of the 
Money 
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Money as if you begun to engrave it; 


and in that hole or entrance (by view- 
Ing it in the light) if bad, 1t will ap- 
pear 1n its yellowiſh colour. 


Of the Third. This ſort is alwayes 
difterent trom the good Silver Money 
thus, (towit) as the good Silver Mo- 
ney bath frequently (I mcan the old 
Money ) {mall cracks on the edges 
thereof, which is made by the forging 
it; {othis-{ort of Counterteit Money 
is generally {mooth on the edges with- 
out ſuch Cracks; and asthe good Mo- 
ney will (being let fall or thrown flat 
ona folid Board) ring ſhrilliſh ; ſo this 
lort.of bad Money; by reaſon its Caſe 
of Silver. cannot be fo united to its 
body of Braſs or Copper, bur. it will 
(if let fall.or thrown as aforeſaid)lound 
like Lead, where thele ſigns give cauſe 
of {uſpition, the uſe | of a Graver; as 
aforeſaid, will plainly diſcover jt. 


i. Of, the Fourth. This ſort is eaſily 
diſcovered,thus, (that is to ſay) it can- 
not. be- avoided but its: countenance 


will look much duller or darker os 
tne 


Wo O— 


"——m 4s + ah 

- , andSilver Wares, 
the good Money ; and if you bite it, 
you may make greater impreſſions 
thereon with your teeth than on the 
good Coyn, for it is ſofter, and much 
eaſier tobe bent (either between. the 
teeth, orin ſome Chink for Joynt of 
boards) then good Money. 


There may be other ſorts of Coun- 
terfeit Silver Money, and other ways 
to diſcover the lame. But ro enlarge 
this Diſcourſe on the Critick-Niceties 
of what is, or may be oblerveable 
therein, and the Laws in force con- 
cerning the {ame, would not onely 
{well this, but be matter for another 


Volume: Therefore I will only add, 


That Ingenuous perſons , being well 
acquainred with the Particulars of the 
foregoing Treatiſe, and theſe plant 
Rules here laid down, And by their 
care to obſerve nicely, the proportton, 
ſtamp, countenance, and wearing, of the 
good Money , will eaſily diſcern its 
difference from the Counterfeit. And 
as the Connterfeiting, Clipping, Round- 


ing, Waſhing, Filing, Impairing, Dimi- 


n#ijhing, Falſifying, Scaling or Tighten- 
8, 


I12 A Touchſtone fox Gold br 
ing,(for wicked lucre ſake) the proper 
Money or Coyns of this Realm,s High 
Treaſon, by thefe Statutes, (to wit) 
25 £4.3.2. and 5 Z1. 11, and 18 Zl.1, 
And the actors of theſe Crimes, their 
Counſellers, Conſenters, or Ayders 
therein, to be puniſhed accordingly : 
So the counterteiting the Sterling-or 
Standard Gold or Silver of this Realm, 
in any. Works or Wares whatſoever, 
both the working, ſelling, expoſing to 
fale, exchanging or bartering thereof, 
15 ſeverely puniſhable, as is atore made 
maniteſt: And it may be faid of the 
unlawtul Money, as of the unlawful 
Gold and Silver Works, That if the 
People would (as they may) be fo In- 
genuous to know and refuſe them, the 
maker of either would ſoon defiſt 
from tuch unlawful Imployments. 
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Here followeth a Catalogue 


of the Names of the ſeveral For- 
Taign Silver Coyns that are brought 
into this Kingdom, as Bulloin, with 
the particular weight of each Coyn, 
And their particular Allay and Va- 
Jue, according to the atoreſaid Stan- 


dard of 11 op 2 dyt. accounting 
the ſame at 5 5. the Ounce Troy. 


Being very uſeful for all Workers in 
Silver, or Traders in the {aid Mo- 
neys, for their ready knowing the 
worth of every of them, withour 
being at the trouble or charge of 
making Afſays thereof, 
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Holland Dollar — } Fo 

Lyon Dollar — | 

Duckatoon of Flanders 

Rix-Dollar of the A | | 

Mcxico Real 

Sevil Real 
Old Cardecu — | 

French Lewis 

Double Milres of Portu WY" | 

Singl: Milrez of Portigl C 07 = 
St, Mark of Venice =— 1:00 +207 4 2 
Doable Dutch Styver —— | | 60D} 0 TI. 
Croſs Dellar —|, I |; oo:' 18 oo - 
Zealand Dollar — weight 1 © 13 OO 2p 
_ Old Philip Dollar —— Dr: 2 oO 
Ferdinando Dollar 1623 | | 0005 3&1 16 TI 
' Prince of Orange Dollar 1524 [ IHE = ©. 5 0 118 Bhs on 
Leopoldus Dollar 162 4. | | | OO 18 2 45 
R odolphus Dollar :607 | » 00 29 7 THT, 
Maximilian Dollar 1616 | 09 16 2 7” 
Daniſh Dollar 1620 bY || 1003-83! © AO 
Portugal Te Te efron || "1-6 OZ —— 
The Quarter of a wine | 3 00 O04 9 than 
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Is better | 00 o4 += 5 4 | 1 
Is worſe | 00 07 = | [4 5+ 'f 
is ſtandard _— 14 45 't 
is better OO | 4 45 j 
IS worſe OO | [167 -/ 
— 15 worſe [4.05 1 
Is worſe 3 65 # 
Is worſe \I 9 t 
I—— is worſe | 2 6 |\ 
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j —— is worſe | 3 } 
j-—— 15 worſe 5 © 
4—— is worſe 4; 
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is worſe [21175 
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